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Greetings EPFUMC,  

 It’s May! Except it isn’t when I’m writing this. I’m actually writing this during the great 

blizzard of April of 2021. Can you believe how much snow we got? As I look out my window with 

the snow piling up above my car, I’m wondering how Emily and I will get home. Hopefully by the 

time you read this we’ll have dug ourselves out and not had to resort to cannibalism… But, as the 

saying goes April snowstorms bring May flowers, so I’m hoping that we’re seeing more flowers by 

now.  

Speaking of warm weather, this month begins our new monthly outdoor services. On the third 

week of each month, we’ll have our worship service outside. What’s better than being able to 

worship our God out in the wonderful world that he created for us? Bring a lawn chair with you 

and pick the best viewing spot before someone else takes it.  

We are also in the process of exploring restarting Sunday School and our Hospitality Room, so 

that people who wish to gather for coffee and fellowship before worship can do so. It won’t all 

happen at once, and at this point, we’ll still be wearing masks, but we’re slowly bringing things 

back to normal.  

In June, we’re going to begin a new sermon series that will take us through the summer. We’re 

going to focus on “What We Believe.” This will cover Christian theology that we receive through 

the Apostle and Nicene Creeds, our specific Methodist or Wesleyan beliefs, and what our 

responses to our faith are supposed to be. If you have specific topics or questions that you would 

like us to take a look at, please let us know, and we’ll see if we can work it in.  

Thank you for being such a great church, 

PK 

Message from Pastor Kevin 
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EPFUMC Talent Show 
If you have a talent you would like to share with 
the world, please call the office (309-699-5417) 
or Pastor Emily (217-417-2517) and get signed 
up for our Talent Show.  On Saturday, July 17th 
at 3:00 p.m. is your opportunity to show your 
God  given  talent.  This  will  be  open  to  the 
community and all talents are welcome!  So tell 
your talented friends! 
 

Celebrating Our Graduates 2021                         
We  will  honor  our  graduates  in  the  June 
Messenger.  The  deadline  to  turn  in  your  
graduate’s information is April 30th, so you only 
have a few days left.  There are information 
sheets on the table in front of the office, or you 
can call and give the information to Terri.  If   you  
have  any questions,   please  contact  Julie  
Powers  at julie.powers@gmail.com.   
 

Youth - Children’s Band 
We are trying to start a band, consisting of our 
children and youth that play an instrument and 
would like to show off their skills.  If your child 
would like to be a part of our Youth Band please 
call the Church office.  Practices and perfor-
mances will be determined once our Youth Band 
is established.  Our hope is that they  will  not  
only perform  at  some  weekly worship services 
but also some other activities for our church. 
 
 

Thank You 

Thanks for all the gracious prayers and cards 
sent to me during my recent illness.  I am now 
feeling better and recovering day by day.  

Stu McKneight 

 
I want to thank everyone for the many birthday 
greetings  and  gifts.   I am very blessed to be 
part of a church that is so loving and caring.  You 
are all so appreciated and loved. 

Jennie Reeves  

 
Thank you so much for the recognition and love I 
was shown for Administrative Assistant Day.  I 
love my job, the people I get to work with and 
this church family that has taken me in as their 
own.  The gratitude and praise you have given 
me is such an incredible blessing! 

Terri Bridges 

 

Katie Young’s Celebration of Life 
You are invited to: 

Katie Young’s Celebration of Life 
May 15

th
, 11:00am – 2:00pm.  

23290 Spring Creek Rd, Washington, Il 
If you would like to join us for a fried chicken 

meal (11:30-12:30), please RSVP to 
Terry Newlan, etus882@gmail.com 

Come  share  your memories with us.  Puppets 
for Jesus will be performing at 1:00.  You can 
also  take  a  train  ride  in memory of Katie 
from 1:15-2:00.   (Masks are encouraged) 
 

Remembering Loved Ones 
Memorial   Day   is   Monday,   May   31st.   
Our sincerest thoughts, prayers and thanks go 
to all loved ones who have touched our lives.  
Especially our military men and women who  
have  given  the  ultimate sacrifice. 
 

Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday 
of   May,   honoring   the   men   and   women  
who died while serving in the U.S. military.  
Originally   known   as   Decoration   Day,   it  
originated in the years following the Civil War 
and became an official federal holiday in 1971. 
 

The Civil War, which ended in the spring 
of  1865,  claimed  more  lives  than  any 
conflict in U.S. history and required the 
establishment   of   the   country ’s   first  
national cemeteries.  By the late 1860s, 
Americans in various towns and cities had 
begun holding springtime tributes to these 
countless fallen soldiers, decorating their 
graves with flowers and reciting prayers.  
 

On the first Memorial Day, General James 
Garfield  made  a  speech  at  Arlington 
National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants 
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Civil 
War soldiers buried there. 
 

Memorial Day originally honored only those 
lost while fighting in the Civil War. But during 
World  War  I  the  United  States  found  itself 
embroiled in another major conflict, and the 
holiday evolved to commemorate American 
military   personnel   who   died   in   all   wars,  
including  World  War  II,  The  Vietnam  
War,  The Korean  War  and the wars  in  Iraq   
and  Afghanistan.  

May God Bless Our Military. 
 

mailto:julie.powers@gmail.com
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/korea/korean-war
https://www.history.com/topics/21st-century/war-on-terror-timeline
https://www.history.com/topics/21st-century/war-on-terror-timeline
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Churchwide Special Sundays 
May 30, 2021 

Peace With Justice Sunday 
In a world plagued by war and terror, violence 
and  destruction,  people  of  faith  have  a  clear 
call  to  build  peace  with  justice. Scripture  is 
consistent in the call for followers of Christ to 
love our enemies (Matthew 5:44-45a), forgive 
others their trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15), to 
overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21), and 
to seek peace and pursue it (Psalm 34:14). 
Peacemakers  are  blessed  and  called  the 
children of God (Matthew 5:9). 
 

October 3, 2021 
World Communion Sunday 

 

November 28, 2021 
United Methodist Student Day Sunday 

 
 
 

Trustee Committee 
The  Trustee  meeting  will  be  on  Tuesday, 
May 4th at 6:30 in B-1. 
 
 

Ad Council 
The  next  Ad  Council  meeting  will be in June. 
 
 

UMW - Ruth Circle 
UMW  "Ruth Circle"  will  have  an  In-Person 
fellowship on Wednesday, May 26th at 1:00 pm 
in B-1.  We  will  move  tables  to  allow  plenty  
of social distance for our ladies. Jean Aldag will 
be presenting. 
 

REMINDER:  UMW  members  that  have not 
already  sent  in  their  pledge; before May 7th,  
please  mail  to Bev Avery (1517 Kelsey St., 
Washington, IL 61571), after May 7th please 
mail to Carol Leach (1713 Highview Rd., EP 
61611).  
 
 

Red Bird Mission Trip 
The Friends for Mission Red Bird Mission trip is 
Saturday, June 12th and returning Saturday, 
June 19th.  The cost per person is $425.  If you 
would like to go please contact Jim Vogel at 309
-369-1709 or Joy Vogel at 309-369-0167 by 
May 15th.   

Altar Flowers Dedications 
May 2 - Happy Heavenly Birthday Dick Blair, 
 Love Maribel 
May 9 - In honor & memory of All Mothers, 
 from Punkie & Patti Staley 
May 16 - In memory of Jack Diveley from, 
 Shirley & Family 
May 23 - In honor of my grandsons Joseph, 
 Lucas & Travis, from Linda Gren 
May 30 - In celebration of 49 years of  
 marriage, Jay & Sally Whitfield 
 
 
 

Happy Mother’s Day  
to our 90+ Ladies! 

Betty Kerr (96), Ann Martin (96),  
Norma Whitfield (93), Ernestine Dellaca (93), 

Katy Gnehm (93), Myrna McAvoy (93),  
Tootie Schmidt (92), Mary Daniel (92),  
Marian Hattan (92), Marge Taylor (92),  

Marge Wakeman (92), 
Jeanine Franks (92 on May 15th) ,  
Neva Sharp (90), Jean Paulos (91) 

 
 
 

New Addresses 
 

Linda Woodard 
5716 Fairview Road 

Peoria, IL 61615 
 

Joyce Mooberry 
730 W Jefferson  Apt. 302 

Morton, IL 61550 
 

Katy Gnehm 
Riverview Apt 308 

500 Centennial Drive  
East Peoria, IL 61611 

 
Poss & Nancy Ashurst 

190 Yordy Rd #101 
Morton, IL 61550 

 
Dana Hirstein 

1521 Division Street 
Metamora, IL 61548 

 
 

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
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Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.  If 
you have not yet ‘liked” our Facebook page, 
please  do  so  and  “follow”  us  also.   This  will 
assure that you will be  notified  of  our  various  
posts  and  events.  Also, please “share” our 
posts and events with your  friends    and    
help    promote    the   great  happenings of 
our church.  If you  are  not  yet  a  member  of  
our  Facebook group, please “join” our group. 
 

 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Do  you  have  a  life  insurance  policy  that  you 
no  longer  need  for  your  family?   Have  you 
considered giving that policy to our church as a 
legacy  gift?    You  can  make  our  church  the 
beneficiary  and  the  insurance  proceeds  are 
exempt from any estate tax.  Or, consider buying 
a   policy,  making   the   church   owner   and  
beneficiary—receive an immediate charitable tax 
deduction of the purchase price.  What a great 
way  to make a major gift to the church who has  
nurtured and  developed   you  in  your Christian 
journey!  Leave a gift that will make  a  difference  
for   Christ   and  His  kingdom  for t he  next 
generations. 
 

REQUIRED MINIMUM  
DISTRIBUTIONS FROM IRAs 

Consider giving your RMD directly to your 
church.  If you are 70.5 years or older, you must 
make minimum withdrawals from your 
IRA.   However,  you  can  meet  your  RMD  by 
having your plan administrator send the amount 
(up to $100,000 annually) directly to your  
church.    The  withdrawal  is  NOT  a charitable 
tax deduction, but the withdrawal is not listed as 
taxable income!   You make a nice gift  and  
avoid  paying  income  tax  on  the withdrawal--- 
everyone benefits! 
 
 

Freedom Is Not Free 
 

Kelly Strong 
 

I watched the flag pass by one day. 

It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 

and then he stood at ease. 

I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 

He'd stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 

Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 

How many mothers' tears? 

How many pilots' planes shot down? 

How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers' graves? 

No, freedom isn't free. 

 

I heard the sound of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 

I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 

I wondered just how many times 

That TAPS had meant "Amen," 

When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 

I thought of all the children, 

Of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 

I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 

Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn't free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 
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Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417, let us know your new address. 
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did  you  know  you  can  setup  your  giving  to 
be an  automatic  withdrawal,  either monthly or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  
Other  options  for  Giving  our  Tithes  and 
Offerings are:  

Mail in or drop off a check 
Offering Box 

You can also dedicate it to a specific fund like 
HVAC or Daycare doors by writing a note on 
your check.  

 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the Wired  
Word.  This  is  a  self-study  that  is emailed to 
you   every  week   (usually   on   Thursdays)  
addressing   current   issues   from   a  Biblical 
perspective.   Email   the   Church   office   at  
epfumc@comcast.net and you will be added to 
the list. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization we often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  
We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  you  are 
hospitalized.  

 

Lost and Found Items 

Pearl earring  
Wire rimmed glasses 

Guidesman pocketknife 
CAT baseball cap 

Earring-black & crystal 
Gray crystal bracelet 

Gold hoop earring 
The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 
 

Operation Shoebox 
May  items  needed  are:  pencils  and  pencil 
sharpeners.  Please  put  items  in  the  basket 
in  the  Foyer.  If  you  would  like  to  drop  off  a 
donation, please call the office. 
 
 

Upper Room Daily Inspirations 
The new May/June Upper Room is in.  If  you 
did  not  already  order  yours,  there  are  a  few 
extra copies in the office.  $1.50 for regular print 
and $2.00 for large print.  Just stop by the office 
if you would like to purchase one. 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

Pastors Office Days 
Pastor Kevin Little 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
 

Pastor Emily 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Lando 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Your Church Staff 
 

Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor   
Ph. (217) 377-4311  

e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Emily Little, Assoc. Pastor  
Ph. (217) 417-2517 

email: emily.little02@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    
Ph. (309) 213-4437 

email: epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 

Jeff Hickerson, Interim Music Director 
 

Vicki Cox, Choir Director  
 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  
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Page for kids  

of all ages 
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May Birthdays 
May 1  Roberta Frey 
May 2  Ben Cruz 
May 4  Linda Gren 
May 4  Dan Son 
May 5  Orin Naramore 
May 7  Nancy Cheatham 
May 7  Steve Wetterauer 
May 12 Scott Allison 
May 12 Margaret Sides 
May 15 Nancy Ashurst 
May 15 Heather Cassady 
May 15 Jeanine Franks  92 
May 16 Jean Hobbs 
May 16 Jacob Powers 
May 16 Katie Renken 
May 19 Julia Behrends 
May 19 Doug Ogle 
May 22 Victoria Hinkle 
May 22 Julie Jamison 
May 25 Layne Cunningham 
May 25 Hayley Powers 
May 25 Tootie Schmidt  93 
May 25 Ryan Webb 
May 28 Di Robbins 
May 31 Noah Bond 
 
 
 
 

 
May you get whatever you aspire 
May you get whatever you desire 

 
May your life be filled with   

  joy and happiness 
May you get lots of love and  
  tons of success 

 
May nice and sweet surprises  

  come your way 
May God bless you every day! 

 
Wishing you 

A Very Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 

 

     In Our Prayers 
                 

              In the Hospital in the Past Month 
            Vicki Cox, Julie Story, 

 Stu McKneight, Jay Sharp 
 
 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance,  
Jill Callow, Mary Kail, Lynne Barker,  

Ian Wallace, Brian Engles,  
Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop, Millie Sleater,  

Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  
Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   

Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  
Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, Kim Johnson, 

Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  
Nancy Brooks  

 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  

Gail Morger, Jay Sharp, Beth Ball,  
Jim Spicher, Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah, 

Linda Whitehurst, Steve Smith 
 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Marian Hattan, Katy Gnehm,  

Marge Wakeman,  
Helen Hibschman, Julie Story 

 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force),  
Nathan Deske (Air Force), 
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures... 

Spring  
Fling 
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Easter 

He is risen! 



 

 

Worship  Schedule 
 
 

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

Every third Sunday service will be outdoors  
beginning in May (weather permitting). 

 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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