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Message from Pastor Kevin 

Ok folks, it’s February. Feb, ru, ary. We are already one month out from 2020 and it already 
seems to be moving fast. And just like the regular calendar, the church calendar is speeding 
right along. February 17th is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. After all of the 
buildup and anticipation of Christmas, we get a few weeks to breathe and then launch into 
Lent which builds into the other major Christian holiday, Easter, which is on April 4th. Whew, 
just typing that sentence gave me stress.  
 

The season of Lent is often accompanied by giving something up, especially in the Catholic 
Church. As Protestants, we moved away from a lot of Catholic traditions, especially those that 
could be strongly identified with that denomination. Unfortunately, sacrificing something for 
Lent was one of them. But in recent years, more and more Protestants have started to make 
sacrifices as well during this time. Most of us are familiar with the basic Catholic structure. 
They fast on Ash Wednesday and each Friday through Lent, don’t eat meat on Fridays, and 
give something up. Fasting is typically understood as not eating, and in the case of Lent, it is 
generally expected to skip breakfast and lunch, but eat dinner.  
 

Giving something up for Lent is representative of the temptation of Christ during his 40 days in 
the wilderness, which happened after he was baptized. It is also a period of sacrifice which 
keeps the upcoming sacrifice that Christ made on our behalf fresh in our minds. What a 
person chooses to sacrifice is a personal choice, but I feel it should be something important. 
Obviously, none of us are going to sacrifice a child, especially our favorite one, so there’s no 
way that we’ll actually make a sacrifice that measures up to the one that was made on our 
behalf. But, by putting some thought and prayer into it, we might be able to discern a path that 
God would have us follow. It could be as simple as giving up Facebook, although if you 
consider that, I’d urge you to negotiate a clause that allows you to still watch our weekly 
worship service. It could also be something that builds into personal growth. I’ve known 
people to give up being negative in all aspects of their lives and it had a profound affect on 
how they viewed, responded to, and experienced the world around them. Personally, this year 
my conversation with God regarding Lent went something like this:  
 

Me: “Lord, I’m thinking about trying something hard for Lent and giving up salty snacks.”  
 

God: “Really Kevin? That’s a good step. I know how much you love your pretzels in the 
evening. But… You’ve been considering this for a little while now haven’t you?”  
 

Me: “Well, kinda, but I hadn’t committed to it.”  
 

God: “So you were just going to give up something that you’d already been thinking about. Is 
that really the kind of sacrifice that you want to make, one you were already going to try 
anyway?”  

Me: “Sigh. No, I suppose not. But nothing else is coming to mind.  
 

God: “Really? Nothing else is coming to mind? Let me help with that. What do you love more 
than your wife, but not as much as your dogs?  
 

Me: “What?!? I don’t love anything more than my wife.  
 

God: “Hmm. Perhaps I’ve misunderstood your relationship with that little green can you 
always carry around. I know you loved Mt. Dew before you met her and have continued to 
love it almost every day since then.  
 

Me: “Ok, that’s fair, but in my defense, it’s amazing. And it helps my throat to get moving, 
which you know is complicated because of my cancer treatments.  
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God: “Isn’t that why you started drinking orange juice in the morning, so that you could avoid a Mt. 
Dew every now and then?”  
 

Me: “Ugh! Yes. Are you saying that you want me to sacrifice Mt. Dew for Lent?” 
 

God: “No, I’m not saying that. I’m asking what you think.”  
 

Me: “Ok, I can do that.”  
 

God: “And of course you’re still doing the salty snacks too right?”  
 

Me: “… Sure.” 
 

God: “And you wouldn’t consider replacing that Mt. Dew with Dr. Pepper would you?”  
 

Me: “(about to cry) No, (sniff) I wouldn’t be considering that. I’ll give up all carbonated beverages.”  
And so that’s where we are. I’m already dreading Ash Wednesday, because that will be my last 
carbonated beverage and salty snack for 40 days.  
 

Lent isn’t just a time of sacrifice though, it is also a time to return to our spiritual roots. In this 
Messenger is a reading plan that will take us through Lent, starting from the Transfiguration and 
building to the Crucifixion. There will be one chapter to read every day, and it will move back and 
forth through all four Gospels. We’ll start a study on Zoom at 6:30pm on Wednesday evenings 
through Lent to discuss these readings. The first meeting will be on February 24 to cover the first 
week of readings. Please call or email the church office so that we know who would like to receive 
a link with the Zoom invite or instructions to call in.  
 

We’ve just received information that our region is stepping back into Phase 4 with no mitigations. 
Yeah! That means that the restrictions on worship attendance are returned to where they were 
from July to November. As such, we’ll be re-opening for in-person worship beginning Feb. 14

th
.  

We are working to decide whether an Ash Wednesday service will be held. An announcement    
will be made via OneCall once a plan is in place, or if it has been decided that there isn’t a safe 
way to do so.  

Pastor Kevin  

HVAC Fun in Lent 
It’s time to have some fun with our HVAC fundraising. I’ve said it before, and I firmly believe it, I 
wasn’t called to be a formal pastor like many of you are used to. I believe that what I wear 
influences how comfortable a person will be in my presence, especially as a pastor. Our goal as a 
church is to bring new people to Christ, and if wearing jeans will help do that, then that’s how I’ll 
approach things. But I know that many of you would prefer that I wore dress slacks even more 
than I already do, which is currently floating somewhere around 50% of the time. So, starting 
February 17, which is Ash Wednesday, for every $1000 dollars donated towards our HVAC 
fundraising, I’ll wear a suit on a Sunday. We’ll start counting on February 17

th
 and stop on April 4

th
. 

And then I’ll announce how much money we raised during that period and how many Sunday’s 
that translates into. If you guys give $50,000, then I’m wearing a suit for 50 Sundays in a row. 
Even in the summer. Even at outdoor events. Personally, I would love to see us raise $100,000. 
That’s the goal. $100,000 would put is in striking distance of starting the project and getting our 
HVAC system replaced. So, to sweeten the pot as they say, if during Lent, $100,000 were to be 
raised, I would wear a pastor’s robe on Sunday’s instead of the suit. And let me make it clear here, 
I really dislike the robe. I actually like wearing a suit. I seriously dislike the robe. It’s in your hands 
people. Every $1000 donated gets you a Sunday with Pastor Kevin wearing a suit. If we reach 
$100,000, then I’ll take it a step farther and wear my robe. Remember, the counting period doesn’t 
start until February 17, and ends on April 4.  
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We are thrilled to introduce you to our                                                         
East Peoria First UMC Music Team 

Jeff Hickerson-Interim Music Director-Vocals and Guitar 
Jeff has been playing guitar since Christmas 1965 when he got a electric guitar for        

Christmas, and singing since junior high when he started his first band.  
He began playing guitar and singing because of his dad and Elvis. 

He has been part of the music team here at EP since 2015 after participating in our   
church’s talent show and then was asked to start playing during church services.  
Jeff’s vast knowledge of how bands operate, as well as his years of experience 

playing guitar and singing have been a true blessing to our church.   

Marlene Klaus –Vocals and Bells   
Marlene has been singing for many years, she sang in a ladies group for about 20 

years and in various church choirs. She took piano lessons in grade school and 
then switched to the clarinet in 6th grade, she played through high school. She 
was the music director for Peoria Heights Community Band until COVID hit. 

She also played in a polka group called “Al’s Pal’s”  
Music has always bene a part of her life, she really enjoys playing bells as well 

as singing. Marlene is a new addition to our music team and has been such a 
wonderful blessing. We are thankful for her vast knowledge of music, her skills 
as a vocalist and we are looking forward to hearing her play the clarinet some 

day soon.  

Kindra Cunningham -Vocals, bells, and ukulele 
Kindra brings so much talent to our church service, her voice, and tone blends 

well with hymns and contemporary music, there is nothing she cannot sing. She 
has been singing her whole life.  

Kindra began singing in the choir in junior high where she competed and  
performed solo performances. She was a little bit of a theatre bug in high school, 

focusing on musicals. Kindra also participated in choir class and show choir.  
Kindra became a part of the East Peoria Music team in 2016 after joining in a 
cantata in 2015. We are so blessed to have Kindra as part of our music team.  

Bob Albright -Vocals, piano, harmonica  
Bob, the one and only piano man himself has been playing the piano since 1965, 
he took lessons for about 10 years from Pat Patacky in Sunnyland, and singing 

since around 1980. Bob brings amazing vocals to contemporary music as well as 
traditional hymns, on top of that his piano skills are off the charts.  

Bob’s love for music began as he put it with the 4 M’s. “My Mom Made Me”. 
Bob has played in a couple of bands, taking breaks here and there over the years.  

Bob joined the East Peoria Music team in 2016.  
Bob’s piano and vocal skills are off the charts and a true treat for us every week. 
We are so very thankful to have him and his skills helping us worship God every 

Sunday.   
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Ryan Klaus –Piano, Organ and Vocals  
Ryan has been playing the piano as long as he can remember, he started taking 
piano lessons when he was 6. He began taking organ lessons and learned how 

to play Widor’s “Toccata” from his 5th symphony.  
Ryan’s parents gave him a toy piano when he was 3 and that is when his love of 

playing began. On this piano he learned to match notes and find the “perfect 
pitch”, not an easy feet to master as an adult, let alone at 3. In 4th grade he  

began learning how to play the violin and in 5th grade percussion. Ryan also 
loves to play handbells.  

Ryan has been our piano and organ accompanist for several years, during his 
time here we have all been blessed with Ryan’s tremendous talent and are even 

more blessed to have his experience and skill as part of our music team.  

Susan Hickerson-Vocals and Bass  
Susan has been playing guitar and singing since she was a kid, taking time off while 

working and raising her kids.  
She began playing guitar and singing because of her parents love of music. Susan and 

her siblings took piano lessons, she joined orchestra and played the violin and as a 
teen received a Gibson guitar.  

She has been part of the music team here at EP since 2015 when she participated in 
the church talent show and then was asked to start playing during church services.  

Susan’s bass and vocals bring dimension and richness to our Sunday services, we are          
so thankful to have her be a part of our music team.  

Our music team is predominately     
comprised of volunteers.  

These amazing people give their time 
each week to practice, plan and         

perform.  
They were given incredible gifts that 
they choose to use in our church to       

glorify and honor God.  
For the past several months they have 

taken very few days off, and have 
stepped up to every challenge                 

presented to them .  
We want to thank all of them for 

their dedication to our church and to 
showing the light of Christ through 

their gifts.  

More amazing news…..  
Bob Dietrich has graciously accepted 

our request for him to be our Lead AV 
person.  

Bob brings many years of AV            
experience to our church.  

We are so thankful to have him leading 
our audio and visual team each week 

and know that he will bring new ideas.  
Thank you Bob for accepting our    

challenge.  
Pastor Kevin and Pastor Emily 
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Thank You 
Our   mother,   June Martinie-Phegley   has 
transcended the confines of earth and entered 
God’s Kingdom!  On behalf of Mom’s family; We 
wish to extend appreciation for each blessing 
our family received, whether it was a meal, a 
written note, a generous  donation  made  in  
honor  of  Mom’s  memorial  to  our  beloved  
Church,  the Diabetes or Cancer Foundations, 
or a thoughtful gift of flowers.  Every blessing 
and prayer is felt and we thank you.  To our 
Pastors Kevin and Emily  and  to  Pastor  
Randy,  our  heartfelt  gratitude and love. 
Jeff & Susan Hickerson, Thom & Beverly Foster 

Bonnie Martinie and The Phegley Family 
 

We  want  to  thank  God’s  Wonderful  People 
from the Church.  We received so many      
beautiful condolence messages, Christmas 
prayers and cards, cookies, and various treats.  
You need to know  all  these  gifts  do  lift  the  
spirits  and gladden the heart. 

Jean Derry, Laura & Jack 
 

Thank you so much Church Family for the 
Christmas gifts and cards. I appreciate your  
kindness. What a wonderful church!  Hope you 
all had a Blessed Christmas & a Happy New 
Year! Stay safe. 

                                Blessings, Juanita 
  

Dear Friends & Members:  Thank you very 
much for the lovely bag of Christmas cards and 
treats!  They were greatly appreciated and my 
son read every card to me.  Thanks also to all 
that mailed cards, phone calls, and treats.  The 
cookies and candies were  especially wonderful!  
Everyone is so thoughtful.  Thank you also for 
all the birthday cards and phone calls.  God 
Bless each and everyone, hope all had a very 
Merry Christmas and great and Happy New 
Year. 

My Love and Prayers, Marijean Bishel 
 

We want to thank everyone for the continued 
prayers and cards.  Although our road has been 
tough,  knowing  your  thoughts  and  prayers  
continue has lifted our hearts and helped our 
journey. 

Thank you, Terry & Steve Smith 
 
Thank you for all your prayers and cards      
while was in the hospital. Also, for.my mother's 
passing.  

God bless all of you. Jerry LaConte 

Thank you Church Family for the many   
Christmas cards and treats in the nice gift bag, 
delivered to us by our friend Kay Sharp.  We are 
thankful to have the friendship of each of you! 

Blessings to All, Rob & Nancy Snoke 
 

Memories – Thank You: 
I want to thank you, the Church Family, for the 
wonderful memories you shared about my mom, 
Katie Young. It was comforting to read those 
and to know she brightened your lives. She 
loved her Church and Church Family as well.  
My Dad and her joined the church together in 
2002. As most of you know she was involved in 
Puppets for Jesus I thank God she was able to 
perform at Worship on Green, Mom loved 
visiting with everyone, and she loved sharing the 
Word of God.  
A Celebration of Life for her will be planned at a 
later date.  We hope you will try to join us.  
Those of you that knew my mom well you know 
the love for live steam locomotives my dad and 
her had.  I could see my dad in the engine, 
helping my mom up and they followed the life’s 
railway to Heaven.  
Thank you so much for your memories,     
sympathies, prayers, and donations in memory 
of my mom, Katie Young. Bless you my Church 
Family from Her Family. 
   Terry Newlan & Family 

 
 
 

Sympathy 
Our condolences go to the friends and family of 
Marilyn King, who went to live with our Lord and 
Savior on December 17, 2020. 
 
Our sincerest sympathies to Barb Church and 
family with the loss of Gary Church. He went on 
to Glory on January 6, 2021.   
 
Our condolences go out to the family of Jeanine 
Milam who passed on to Glory on   January 17, 
2021.  
 
Our sympathies go to Mary Cole and family on 
the loss of Phil Cole on January 18, 2021.  He is 
now living in the arms of our Lord. 
 
Our sincere sympathy goes out to Don 
Clemenson and family with the loss of Dee 
Clemenson on January 21, 2021.  She is now 
surrounded in Glory. 
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We are updating our records; we want to make sure we have the most updated contact information 
for you, as well as your emergency contacts:  Please fill out and return to the Church office.  You 
may also email this information to epfumc@comcast.net.  Thank you. 

 

Emergency Contact Information:   

 

Adult Name (s): 

Children Name (s): 

  
Address: 

  
Home Phone #: 

Cell Phone(s) #: 

  
Email Addresses: 

  
Date of Birth (s): 

  
  

Name: (first and last) Contact # 1: Contact #2: Email Address 

        

        

        

        

Lenten Reading Plan for February 

Week 1: 2/14-20  
Monday: John 6 
Tuesday: Mark 9 
Wednesday: Matthew 17 
Thursday: Luke 9 
Friday: John 7 
Saturday: Luke 10 

Week 2: 2/21-27 
Monday: Matthew 18 
Tuesday: John 8 
Wednesday: Luke 11 
Thursday: John 9 
Friday: Luke 12 
Saturday: Luke 13 

Week 3: 2/28-3/6 
Monday: Mark 10 
Tuesday: Matthew 19 
Wednesday: John 10   
Thursday: Luke 14  
Friday: Luke 15 
Saturday: Luke 16 



8                                                First United Methodist Church of East Peoria                      February 2021 

 

Finance Committee 
The  next  Finance  Committee  Meeting  is  on  
Tuesday,  February  9th  at  6:00  p.m.  This 
meeting will be held via Zoom. 
 

Ad Council 
The next Ad Council meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 16th at 6:00 p.m. in Ehrett 
Hall. 
 

UMW 
The   Ruth   Fellowship   meeting   has   been  
cancelled   for   this   month.   The   Executive 
Committee meeting will be held on Zoom, a date 
has not been determined.  Committee members  
will  receive  an  email  with  all    information 
once the meeting is scheduled.  Please send 
your 2021 UMW pledge to: Bev Avery at 1517 
Kelsey St., Washington, IL 61571. 
 
 

Worship Service 
 Our Region, (Region 2) has been moved back to 
the restrictions that were in place before Illinois 
shut down in November. That means that we  
can return to in-person services with the       
same restrictions that we already had in place. 
Distancing, masks, no contact, light singing, no 
more than 100 people, etc. Sunday, February 
14

th
 will be our return to in-person worship, but 

we will also continue to broadcast live to          
Facebook and YouTube just like we have been, 
and we will also continue to send out DVD’s to 
anyone who wants one.  

 
 
 

New Address 
 

PFC Ryan Webb 

126 Neff Street 

BOX #1451 

Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.  If 
you have not yet ‘liked” our Facebook page, 
please  do  so  and  “follow”  us  also.   This  will 
assure that you will be  notified  of  our  various  
posts  and  events.  Also, please “share” our 
posts and events with your  friends    and    
help    promote    the   great  happenings of 
our church.  If you  are  not  yet  a  member  of  
our  Facebook group, please “join” our group. 
 

 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Do  you  have  a  life  insurance  policy  that  
you no  longer  need  for  your  family?   Have  
you considered giving that policy to our church 
as a legacy  gift?    You  can  make  our  church  
the beneficiary  and  the  insurance  proceeds  
are exempt from any estate tax.  Or, consider 
buying a   policy,  making   the   church   owner   
and  beneficiary—receive an immediate       
charitable tax deduction of the purchase 
price.  What a great way  to  make  a  major    
gift  to  the  church  who has  nurtured           
and  developed   you   in   your Christian              
journey!  Leave a gift that will make  a             
difference  for  Christ  and  His kingdom for the 
next generations. 
 
 

REQUIRED MINIMUM  
DISTRIBUTIONS FROM IRAs 

Consider giving your RMD directly to your 
church.  If you are 70.5 years or older, you must 
make minimum withdrawals from your 
IRA.   However,  you  can  meet  your  RMD  by 
having your plan administrator send the amount 
(up to $100,000 annually) directly to your  
church.    The  withdrawal  is  NOT  a charitable 
tax deduction, but the withdrawal is not listed as 
taxable income!   You make a nice gift  and  
avoid  paying  income  tax  on  the withdrawal--- 
everyone benefits! 
 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
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Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417, let us know your new address. 
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be 
an  automatic  withdrawal,  either monthly or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  
Other  options  for  Giving  our  Tithes  and 
Offerings are:  

Mail in or drop off a check 
Offering Box 
Google Pay by sending funds to  
          offerings@epfumc.com.  

You can also dedicate it to a specific fund like 
HVAC or Daycare doors by adding a note when 
you submit google pay or by writing a note on 
your check.  

 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the 
Wired  Word.  This  is  a  self-study  that  is 
emailed to you   every  week   (usually   on   
Thursdays)  addressing   current   issues   from   
a  Biblical perspective.   Email   the   Church   
office   at  epfumc@comcast.net and you will 
be added to the list. 

 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization we often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  
We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  you  are 
hospitalized.  
 

Operation Shoebox 
We are again collecting different items    
throughout   the   year   to   fill   Christmas  
Shoeboxes.  In February we are collecting 
combs, brushes, and toothbrushes.  There is a 
basket in the Foyer for your donations. If you 
would like to just drop off the items, call the  
office when you arrive and Terri can come out 
to your car to collect the items. 

 
Lost and Found Items 

Black framed reading glasses 
Pearl earring  

Wire rimmed glasses 
Jeweled barrette 

Guidesman pocketknife 
The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through  Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

Pastors Office Days 
Pastor Kevin Little 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
 

Pastor Emily 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Lando 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Your Church Staff 

 
Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor   

Ph. (217) 377-4311  
e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Emily Little, Assoc. Pastor  

Ph. (217) 417-2517 
email: emily.little02@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    

Ph. (309) 213-4437 
email: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Jeff Hickerson, Interim Music Director 

 
Vicki Cox, Choir Director  

 
Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  

 

mailto:offerings@epfumc.com
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True Love 
Love can always conquer  

Whatever discord brings  

and love can also cover  

a multitude of things.  
 

Don’t you underestimate  

what love can ever do,  

for love is God eternal  

and His love can renew.  
 

What is cold and lifeless,  

now lost all hope and died,  

for love can breathe  

new meaning 

and give it back new life.  
 

Please don’t give up on love  

when it  seems that all is lost,  

for there is always hope 

if we’re prepared to  

pay the cost.  
 

For love is always worth it  

no matter how much the price,  

for love will be much stronger  

when we trust in Jesus Christ.  
 

So let God have full reign,  

let Him live within your heart  

then you will know true love,  

for this He will  impart.  

Page for kids  

of all ages 

Count the hearts and circle the correct number to the right. 

Have Fun! 
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February Birthdays 
Feb 4  Bonnie Lourash 
Feb 6  Joann Hibser 
Feb 8  Tom Cruz 
Feb 9  Randy Leu 
Feb 10 Garrett Son 
Feb 11 Brittany Harlow 
Feb 13 Roger Hoffman 
Feb 14 Dave Harlow 
Feb 16 Les Leach 
Feb 20 Bob Carlson 
Feb 21 Reid Johnson 
Feb 22 Randy Mooberry 
Feb 23 Ken Ward 
Feb 24 JR Vogel 
Feb 25 Terry Newlan 
Feb 26 Faye Pierman 
Feb 27 Bud Elward 
Feb 27 Tyler Hoskins 
Feb 28 Timothy Bond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you a lovely day 
Because it is your birthday! 

 
Wishing you wake every morning 

With a smile on your face! 
 

Wishing you love and happiness 
From all that surround you! 

 
Wishing you  

All your wishes come true! 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 

In Our Prayers  
 

In the Hospital in the Past Month 
Steve Smith, Jerry LaConte, 

Vicki Cox, Gail Morger, 
Fred Darrah 

 
 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance, Jill Callow,   
Marilyn King, Mary Kail, Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace,  

Brian Engles, Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  
Millie Sleater, Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  

Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   
Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  

Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, Kim Johnson, 
Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  

Nancy Brooks (Neva Sharp’s daughter) 
 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  

Gail Morger, Jay Sharp,  
Beth Ball, Jim Spicher,  

Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah, 
Jay & Sally Whitfield, 

Linda Whitehurst 
 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Marian Hattan, Katy Gnehm,  

Marge Wakeman,  
Helen Hibschman, Julie Story 

 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force),  
Nathan Deske (Air Force), 
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures... 

This wedding photo was found in the 
back of someone's closet and had been 
there for several years.  The person 
that found the picture,  used social 
media  to try and find out who this 
beautiful bride was.  How amazing that, 
through friends, she was connected 
with Anne Martin, sister of the bride. 

Leap of Faith Updates 
This information is on our Website: 

 

Our center was established in 1974 as an       
outreach service within our community. We are a 
faith based preschool program with a focus on 
conscious discipline and learning through   
experience. In addition to our academic curriculum, 
we use “Play N Worship” to teach non-
denominational familiar Bible stories and concepts. 
Our program is designed to be a fun, safe, and well-
rounded experience to help prepare children for 
kindergarten academically as well as socially and 
emotionally. 
 
 Our curriculum offers monthly themes and are used 
to introduce new subject matter and enrich learning. 
All the children explore learning centers both 
independently and with teacher guidance. Our 
learning centers within the classroom       include: 
Language, math, science, writing, sensory tables, 
dramatic play, cozy corner, super center, table toys, 
blocks, free art, and art easel. 
  

Our teachers have been trained in Conscious 
Discipline. This helps us create a “school family” 
where children feel safe and learn how to control 
their emotions and communicate their feelings in a 
positive way. We also plan family activities and field 
trip throughout the year. 

NO POWER - NO PROBLEM 
With the ice storm knocking out 

power to our building, it did not stop 
our awesome team from getting the 

Word of God out to the public! 

Ms. Cindy, Director 
Ms. Beka, 4’s & 5’s 

Ms. MyKia 
Ms. Bree 
3’s & 4’s 

Ms. Melissa 
Ms. Britney 
2’s & 3’s 

Posted on FaceBook: 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
East Peoria Food Pantry 

Available for anyone in the  
61611 zip code. 

 
We are serving on Mondays  

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Drive up! 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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