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We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness. 
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Welcome Pastors Kevin and Emily! 

Greetings East Peoria First UMC,  
 
Emily and I can’t wait to meet you all. I know that all of you are as excited as we are to begin 
worshiping together again. We plan to return to in-person worship on Sunday, July 12. 
Things will be weird, at least until we get used to the changes, but with everyone working 
together we will be able to do it. We will be sending more information out in letters, One 
Calls, and on Facebook as we get closer to the 12

th
, but there are a few things that you 

should be aware of right away. The pastors and the various committees have been working 
hard to make everything as safe as possible for everyone, and here are a few of the 
guidelines that will be in place.  
 
The first is that masks will be required to enter the church and will be worn throughout the 
entire service. This is not just for your own health, but for the health of everyone around you. 
If you happen to forget your mask, we will have some available at the church. Unfortunately 
we will be forced to deny entry to anyone who refuses to wear a mask.  
 
The second is that there will be 2 worship services beginning on July 12. The first will begin 
at the normal time of 9am, the second will begin at 11am. In Phase 4 of the IDPH guidelines, 
our maximum capacity is 100 people. This is a temporary measure that will allow everyone 
who wants to come to a live worship service to do so.  
 
The third thing is connected to that. Because we average 140 people on a Sunday, we will 
have a sign-up list for each service. That will be kept by the office and we will have it open to 
request a spot by July 3

rd
. We will announce this through One Call and Facebook once it is 

up and running.  
 
There will be hand sanitizer, and wipes provided that will allow everyone to do their part in 
keeping both our church and each of us sanitized.  
 
More details will follow over the next few weeks, but we wanted to take a moment to pave 
the way for EP First’s triumphant return to live worship.  
 

Pastors Kevin and Emily 
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Altar Flower Dedications 
June 7 - In  memory  of  Robert  H.  Childers  &      
 Nellie Cagle from Lucy Roese 
June 14 - In honor of Rose & John Rock’s 46th 
 Anniversary 
June 21 - In honor & memory of all fathers 
    - In celebration of Les & Carol Leach’s 
 50th wedding Anniversary 
June 28 - In   celebration   of   Eric   &   Nicole  
 Sutton’s marriage, June 27th 
    - In memory of Larry Avery’s birthday, 
 June 27th 
    - In memory of Marguerite Sutton’s 
 birthday today 
July 5 - In  honor  of  those  who  founded  our 
 Nation, from Chuck & Faye Pierman 
July 12 - In loving memory of my family, from 
 Karla Buhl 
July 26 - In memory of Mom & Dad, Love 
 Juanita Reader 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for the beautiful get well card from 
the church and everyone else that sent one. 

Leta Bare 
 
 

Reaching  the  young  age  of  92  is  such  a 
blessing when you have a very caring family, 
church  family  and  friends.   Cards,  candy,  
balloon,  flowers,  many  phone  calls  and  the 
Wetteraur’s with a fresh rhubarb pie!  Plus only 
7 months until Christmas.  Thank you for a 
blessed day! 

Love and Blessings, Tootie 
 
 

Thank you to everyone for the many cards, food 
and prayers we received during this very difficult 
time.   

Bob & Becky Albright 
 

 

Thank you for all of the prayers, phone calls and 
messages.  Having such a caring church family 
is such a wonderful blessing! 

Maribel Blair 
 
 

Thank you.  We had a good/hard day yesterday 
(6/21) with Paul's church drive-thru-goodbye.  

Blessings,  Pastor Mary 

 

Congratulations! 
Betty  Fugitt  is  a  first  time  great  grandmother 
to  Charlotte Marie Dunn.  She was born on 
5/25/2020 to Allison and Ted Dunn, weighing 8 
lbs. and 20.5 inches long. They live in St. 
Charles, MO.   

Sympathy 
Our  sincerest  sympathy  goes  to  the  family  
of Marie White Webb, widow of Doctor James 
Kerr White, who passed away on May 18, 2020.  
Doctor White was our Directing Pastor from 
1960—1966. 

 
Christmas Shoeboxes 

We  will  continue  collecting  for  the shoeboxes 
through the rest of the year.   
June - Soap and toothbrushes 
July - Crayons and coloring books 
August - Pens, pencils and tablets (small 
 enough to fit in the box) 
September - Girls tops (sizes 2-12) and 
 flip flops 
October - Boys shirts (sizes 4-12) and  flip 
 flops 
November - Small toys, dolls, stuffed animals, 
puzzles, match box cars,  jump ropes, etc. 
 

Food Pantry Donations 
Beginning in July the Food Pantry is requesting 
donations of school supplies to have them ready 
to give out for back-to-school.  Please put the 
items in a gift bag for easy distribution.  These 
items may include: 

#2 Pencils 
Erasers 

Sharpeners 
Zippered pencil bag 

Spiral notebooks 
Loose leaf paper 

Washable markers 
Crayons 

Highlighters 
Pocket folders 

Ruler-12” 
Glue sticks 

Ballpoint pens 
Hand sanitizer 

Watercolor paints 
Scissors 

3-ring binder 
Index cards 
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Dearest Pastor Mary: 
This  comes  to  you  as  a  late  thank  you  to you and 
to Church for all my visits, cards and calls during my 
long time illness.  Also a thank you to Pastor Randy  for  
his  visits.   I  really  have  enjoyed  his visits.  He is so 
kind and has been so good for me.  I have enjoyed the 
monthly letter (Messenger) so much.  It keeps me up on 
what is going on at church.  I think I will be well enough 
to come sometime in the near future.  I love my Lord and 
my Church and am lost without them.  Also, the prayer 
and Bible reading on radio each day.  That is so good for 
people like me.  I will really really  miss  you  Pastor  
Mary.   I  pray  for  your success in your new church.  I 
wish you the very best.  Goodbye to a great Pastor.  
Don’t forget my sweet Ed, I’m sure he had great love for 
you as I do.   

Love forever, Betty Rabold 
 
 

Pastor Mary: 
We know it’s your duty to serve, and you have to go 
but all of us are going to miss you so. 
 

Your new Church doesn’t know how lucky they are to 
have you.  It is their gain by far. 
 

We know your jokes are sometimes bad, 
but not hearing on every Sunday will be sad. 
 

We all wish you happiness and wish you well…        
and if they ask us, what stories we could tell. 
 

It’s hard to name all the good things you’ve done…   
all were helpful and serious and some a lot of fun. 
 

We have gained many new members.  With your grace 
You have connected with people.  You’ve won the race. 
 

You have done so many things this past year. 
And now with the help of God,  
                                        get us through this virus fear. 
May God be with you. 
And your new Church too.. 

Written by Jim Frey, 2020 
 
 

New Address June 17
th

 
Revs. Mary & Paul Arnold 

304 Prospect Ave. 
Dwight, IL 60420 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nominations 
The Nominations committee will be 
meeting   soon.    Please   prayerfully  
consider saying ‘Yes’ if you are called to 
service.  Thank  you  to  all  who  are  
currently   serving   on   our   church 
committees and doing this important 
work for the Kingdom. 
 

EP Food Pantry  
Receives Donations 

During this COVID-19 economic crisis 
our Food Pantry had received a $15,000 
food   grant   from   the   Caterpillar 
Foundation.  Every dollar will be used 
directly for the purchase of food for those 
in need.  What a blessing! 

 
Church Info via Facebook 

If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  
might have noticed that we have started 
promoting the church  and  some  church
-wide  events  on our Facebook Page 
and in our Facebook Group.  The name 
of our page and group is the same:  East 
Peoria First United Methodist Church.  
We have  been  posting  the  sermon  
titles  and scripture  readings  a  few  
days   prior   to   our  Sunday  Worship 
Services and we have been posting  the   
message   titles   prior   to   the Thursday 
Pause Services.  If you have not yet 
‘liked” our Facebook page, please do so 
and “follow” us also.  This will assure 
that you will be  notified of our various 
posts and events.  Also, please “share” 
our posts and events with your  
friends    and    help    promote    the   
great  happenings of our church.  If 
you  are  not  yet  a  member  of  our  
Facebook group, please “join” our group. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through  Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 
Dwight UMC 

701 S. Columbia St.  
Dwight, IL 60420 
(815)584-3420 

Pontiac First UMC 
219 N. Chicago St.  
Pontiac, IL 61764 

(815)842-1157 
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Mark Your 

Calendar! 

Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417   and   let   us   know   your   new 
address. 

 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other  part  of  the  church  service  or  events in 
the Sanctuary, we have Hearing Assistance units  
to  help  you.   Please  see  the  sound system 
attendant if you would like to use one.   
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be an  
automatic   withdrawal,   either   monthly   or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  This will give you one 
less  thing  to  remember  to  do  and  insures 
regular income to the church.  This option works  
great  and several  of our members have been 
using this process for years. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals every morning,  but  even if you specify   
that   we   be   informed  of  your  hospitalization.  
We often are not told.   Please call us or have a 
relative or friend  notify the Church.  We want to 
know  when  you  are  ill,  but  with  the  present 
system, often we do not know.  We  want  to  be  
praying  for  you  as  you  are hospitalized and  
the   current   privacy   system   is   making   it 
extremely difficult for  us  to  know  when  you  
are  in  the Hospital. 
 

The Wired Word 
A great study/growth opportunity is the Wired 
Word. This is a self-study that is emailed to you   
every week  (usually  on  Thursdays)  addressing  
current  issues  from  a Biblical perspective.    
Email the Church office at epfumc@comcast.net 
and you will be added you to the list. 
 

Lost and Found Items 

Black framed reading glasses 
Pearl earring  

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 
 

Staff Pastor Parish 
Our meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 
1st at 1:00 p.m. in Ehrett Hall. 
 

Finance Committee 
The  Finance  Meeting  is  on  Monday, July 
6th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is being held 
electronically on ZOOM.   
 

Ad Council 
The  Ad Council meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 8th at 6:00 p.m. in Ehrett 
Hall. 
 

Trustee Committee 
The Trustee meeting will be on Tuesday, July 
14th at 6:00 p.m. in Ehrett Hall. 
 

Outreach Meeting 
The  Outreach Committee meeting will be held 
on Thursday, July 16th at 10:30 a.m. in Ehrett 
Hall. 
 

Discipleship Committee 
The  Discipleship Committee meeting will be 
on Thursday, July 16th at 5:30 p.m. in B-4.  
 

UMW / Ruth Circle 
The  UMW  does  not  usually  have  a  July 
meeting, but with having to cancel the last few, 
Wednesday, July 22nd had to be tentatively 
set. 
 

Worship Committee 
The  Worship meeting will be Monday, July 
27th at 6:00 p.m. in Ehrett Hall.  
 

Learning Center Committee 
There  is  no  Learning  Center  Committee 
meeting set for July at this time. 
 
 
 
 

Your Church Staff 
 
 

Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor  -  Ph: (309) 699-5417   
e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Emilly Little, Assoc. Pastor - Ph. (309) 699-5417 

email: emily.little02@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor  - Ph: 309-213-4437 
email: epfumc@comcast.net 

 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager  e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Vicki Cox, Choir Director  e-mail:  epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Jeff Hickerson, Ignite Band Director e-mail:  epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 
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Page for Kids  

of All Ages 
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JulyBirthdays 
July 1  Bill Allison 
July 2  Elaine Hecathorn 
July 2  Jennifer Hill 
July 5  Trisha Renken 
July 6  Judy Wenger 
July 8  Marian Hattan  92 
July 8  Lindsay Still 
July 8  Danette Wetterauer 
July 11 Rick Crawford 
July 12 Isaac Still 
July 12 Kate Vogel 
July 14 Nancy Brooks 
July 15 Rita Hoffman 
July 16 June Bishop 
July 16 James Bond 
July 16 Jill Harlow 
July 19 Roger Cothrell 
July 22 Nancy Snoke 
July 25 Kim Acevedo 
July 28 Don Meyer  92 
July 28 Jay Sharp 
July 28 Jay Whitfield 
July 29 Becky Albright 
July 29 Sondra Urban 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Wonderful Birthday 
 

                    Count your life by  
 Smiles not tears 
            Count your age by  
 friends not years 
 
            Wishing you a day 
 Filled with happiness 
            And a year filled with joy 
 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers  
 

In the Hospital in the Past Month 
Vicki Cox, Karen Rees,  

Bonnie Lourash, Joe Wise 
 

 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Art Smith, Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance, Jill Callow,   
Marilyn King,  Paula Renken,  

Mary Kail, Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace,  
Brian Engles, Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  

Millie Sleater, Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  
Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   

Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  
Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, 

Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  
John Lindsey (cousin of the Cunninghams),  

Kim Johnson 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  
Jane & Art Smith, Gail Morger,  

Jay Sharp, Beth Ball, Jim Spicher,  
Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah 

 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Katie Young, Marian Hattan,  

Rae Marie Smith, Katy Gnehm,  
June Martinie-Phegley,  

Marge Wakeman, Helen Hibschman,  
Julie Story 

 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force), Nathan Deske (Air Force)
Brad Wheeler (Air Force) 

Ryan Webb (Army), Jared Koch (Air Force) 
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Church Pews for Bid! 
 

When the Church updated the Chapel last year we removed 3 pews and used the space for a 
table and chairs for small group use. We now have 3 nice, short pews for sale. We are asking, 
if you want them, to bid on 1, 2 or all 3. The highest bid for each pew will be responsible to pick 
up the pew in a timely manner. If you any questions, or would like to place your bid, feel free to 
call me. Dan Son 224-9150  

1 

2 

3 
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Sharing communion from home. 

Leap of Faith Kiddo’s 
returned June 1st 
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Sharing communion from home. 
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East Peoria Food Pantry 
Available for anyone in the  

61611 zip code. 
 

We are still serving on Mondays  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Drive up! 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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