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Then I saw another angel flying in 

midair, and he had the eternal gospel 

to proclaim to those who live on the 

earth - to every nation, tribe, language 

and people.                Revelation 14:6 
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Message from Pastor Emily  
 

Happy September! Can you believe it’s September already? It feels like just yesterday 
when we got a call from our District Superintendent asking us to meet her for lunch and to 
meet our new District Superintendent. Man, what a lunch that was to learn that not only were 
prayers being answered and we were going to be able to be a clergy couple but also that we 
were going to move to one of our favorite areas in Illinois. So here we are 2 months into our 
appointments, having had a crash course on pastoring during COVID and praying for God’s 
guidance and direction and I couldn’t be happier. I mean that with all my heart.  

 
I thought this might be a good time for you to get to know me a little better.  I know it’s 

not ideal and I’d much prefer for us to get to know each other in person, but since this is where 
we are, I wanted to go ahead and give you the 411. I’ve talked a little bit in my sermons about 
my calling from God into ministry. So, I am on the Deacon path, pretty new into the process. I 
went to licensing school in mid-July so that I can bless communion and perform baptisms, but 
also to learn about how the church operates and lots and lots about the Book of Discipline. It 
was an incredible experience I am thankful to have been able to participate in. Once my 
license is issued, I will be a licensed local pastor. I will start working on my masters in Pastoral 
Care and Counseling here in just a couple of weeks. Once I complete my degree, I will be a 
provisional Deacon and then after my provisional time ends, I will be ordained as a Deacon. 
This is about a 5-year process.  

 
My call as a deacon is slightly different than Pastor Kevin’s call as an Elder. Deacons 

are called to work more outside the church, they are called to fight social justice issues and 
focus on specialized ministries. The ministry I believe God has called me to is a holistic health 
ministry. What I mean by that is God has put on my heart that our spiritual, emotional and 
physical health are all interconnected. I believe that when one part of our health suffers the 
others do as well. I believe that to have good health we have to start with a good foundation, 
and that foundation is prayer, the Bible and following Jesus’ teachings. Now I’m not saying that 
when our spiritual health is good, that we won’t have any physical problems, but I am saying 
that when our spiritual health is good our stress is reduced, which means we don’t have the 
physical problems tied to stress for example. I’m also not saying that just because we have 
good spiritual health that we won’t ever be depressed or sad.  What I am saying, and what I’ve 
seen in my own life, is that when our spiritual health is good our emotional health is better, too. 
My ministry will help people learn how to become healthier, spiritually, emotionally and 
physically. Lando, my therapy dog, will also be a big part of this ministry.   

 
I can’t carry a tune. I don’t play the piano. I don’t like confrontation. I don’t always have 

the best filter. I can be super protective of my husband and children. I do not have a green 
thumb. I love to hug.  I’m a people person.  I love animals, but dogs are extra special to me, I 
love to take pictures and do crafts. I tell really bad jokes that I think are hilarious.  I’m shy and 
quiet at times.  I love with my whole heart and I am perfectly imperfect.  

 
 

Your perfectly imperfect sister in Christ, 
Pastor Emily  

 



3                                                First United Methodist Church of East Peoria                       September 2020 

 

Thank You 
Thank you all so very much!  I am so grateful for 
the prayers and all the cards that were sent.  I 
appreciate it so much!  I believe I am on the 
road to recovery and hope to be back to church 
soon.                        Vicki Cox 
 
 
What a wonderful loving church!  I was amazed 
at the number of cards, visits, phone calls, gifts 
and flowers I received for my 90th birthday.  Joy 
& Jamie  brought  me  a  bouquet  of  roses,  a 
happy meal from McDonald’s and a Happy 
Birthday  balloon.   I  was  honored  by  my 
daughters and son-in-law, Kathy, Nancy and 
Jeff.  Thank you all!  I love you too! 

Neva Sharp 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards and 
phone  calls  of  concern.  ALL  of  your  prayers 
lifted me up. I am improving each and every 
day. 
Blessing to All! 
Punkie Staley 

 

Sympathy 
Our  greatest  condolences  go  to  Monique 
Murphy’s daughter, Robin Redding,  and their 
family and friends.  Monique passed on to Glory 
on Sunday, July 26, 2020. 

 

 
New Address 

Melissa Earle 
727 S. Stewart Street 

Creve Coeur, IL 61610 
 

Katie Gnehm 
Riverview Apt 352 

500 Centennial Drive 
East Peoria, IL 61611 

 

 
 

Altar Flower Dedications 
Sept 6 - In memory of Betty Hoskins, from her 
 Kids 
     In   celebration   of   Bob   &   Becky   
 Albright’s 34th Anniversary  
Sept 13 - In celebration of Dan & Barb Son’s 
 28th Anniversary 
Sept 20 -  Worship on the Green, no flowers 
Sept 27 -  In  honor  of  Stu  &  Jean  McKnight's 
 15th Anniversary 
 

Brenda Marshall “Flower the Clown” 
We are saddened to say due to Covid-19 the 
Worship Committee has decided to postpone 
Brenda Marshall “Flower the Clown’s” visit.  We 
feel that the Lord has led us to this decision.    
 

Worship on the Green 
Sept. 20, 2020 9:30a.m. 

Join us on the beautiful green grassy area on 
the side of our church. Enjoy the fresh air, relax 
in your lawn chair, enjoy a cold bottle of water. 
Now that you are set, listen to the wonderful 
playing  that  we  get  to  cherish  from  Ryan, 
followed by our own Ignite Band and a couple of 
songs  from  Puppets  for  Jesus.  Join  us  on 
September 20, 2020 for Worship on the Green.    
We are sorry but we are not allowed to serve 
food so there will be no breakfast food available 
and  we  had  to  cancel  the  Community  Picnic 
also. So bring  your  lawn  chairs  and  join  us  
for  a wonderful, special morning of Worship on 
the Green. 
 

Masks 
If you need a mask, stop by the Church office. 
We still have some masks that Jodi Cassady so 
graciously made for us, to be given to whoever 
may need one.    
 

Endowment Grant 
The Endowment Committee is now accepting 
applications for 2021 grants.  
 

Capital improvement, Programs, Missions 
 

Applications for the grants are available on the 
mailbox table outside the church office.  The 
completed  application  must  be  returned  by 
October 1st. 
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   Join us for our NEW Prayer Study 
with Pastor Emily 

How to Pray 
Beginning mid-September, we will be hosting a 
brand-new Prayer Study, called How to Pray. 
This will be an 8-week study where we will 
learn how to pray more effectively.  
This study is designed to help prayers of all 
shapes and sizes. Whether you are a skilled 
prayer, an okay prayer or someone who 
doesn’t know how to pray this is the study for 
you.  
This will be a discussion led study, no books 
will need to be purchased.   
The study will begin: 
 Tuesday September 15

th
 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 

p.m. in Ehrett Hall (with social distancing 
guidelines in place) and  

 Friday September 18
th
 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 

a.m. via Zoom.  
To sign up please contact the church office.  
Please bring your own drinks and snacks and 
join us for fellowship, prayer, and a chance to 
get to know each other a little more.  

Pastor Emily 
  

Bible Study with Pastor Kevin 
Pastor Kevin will be leading a new Bible Study 
starting on October 1 @6pm. This study will 
not be dependent on a book but instead will be 
an  exploration  of  the  Bible  itself  and  how  
it impacts our lives. This study will follow the 
reading  schedule  outlined  in  the  UMC’s  
Disciple Bible Study program, although the 
books themselves will not be used. For those 
of you who might not be familiar, Disciple is 
typically a 32-36 week long study that covers 
portions  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 
This  study  will  meet  in  person,  with  social 
distancing measures in place, and as such will 
be restricted to 10-12 people.  
 

Tail-Gating  
Discipleship is planning a night of Tail-Gating 
on Sunday, September 13, 2020  from 5-7pm. 
Bring your lawn chairs and sit out by your car 
and keep  your  social  distance  with  the  idea  
of walking  over  to  see  others  from  our  
church family.  Hoping to have fellowship time, 
but also would like everyone to share how God 
has been seen through this time of your life 
whether through a Bible  verse  or  a  story  so  
we  can  encourage others.     

UMW   "No-Bake"    
BAKE SALE  

You  are  invited  to  NOT  bake  a  cake,  pie, 
cookies, or brownies. You do NOT have to find 
the   recipe,   shop   for   ingredients   or   mix  
anything.  All you have to do is donate the 
amount of money you would spend on the item.  
Please make your check payable to:  "United 
Methodist Women" 

Mail to our treasurer; Carol Leach, 
1713 Highview Rd., E Peoria, IL 61611  

Any  questions,  please  contact  Bev  Avery 
(309-444-5153). Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated!!   

 

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed 
Due to increased government food donations, 
the Food Pantry needs additional volunteers for 
the next 6 months. Duties include, but not       
limited to: preparing sacks (involves lifting 25 
lbs.); prolonged standing & walking; preparing & 
clearing work areas (tables, carts, various 
foods).  Shifts are: 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and/or 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. If you are interested, 
contact Terri in the church office or stop by the 
pantry any Monday morning (9:00 a.m. - noon) 
for details. 

 

Help Support HVAC  
Win an Amazon Fire Tablet 

A new 16GB Amazon Fire 7 Tablet was donated 
to our church and we are going to give it away 
on October 24th at our Fall Festival to one lucky 
person.  All you have to do is make a donation 
to the HVAC project.  For every $5 donated, 
your  name  will  be put  in  the  ’hat’.  So if you 
donate $20 your name will be put in the ’hat’ 4 
times, $50 - 10 times, $100 - 20 times!!  The 
more  you  give  the  better  your  chances.   
Previous donations and pledges are excluded.  
You do not need to be present to win.  Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, October 24th, and 
watch for more info to come regarding the Fall 
Festival. 

 

Dream Center Peoria 
Dream Center Peoria is having their annual 
fundraising event in October. This year, rather 
than  being  at  the  stadium,  they  are  asking 
local churches and businesses, including our 
fantastic church, to host a Zoom broadcast of 
the event. The event will be held at 6pm on 
Tuesday, October 20

th
, and will feature multiple 

local   speakers,   and   also   Dream   Center’s 
organizational founder, Matthew Barnett.  
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Sunday Worship Services 
 Are you unable to attend our Sunday Worship 

Services but would love to be able to watch it 
every week?   

 Did you attend and would like to see it again? 
 

Well, both of those things are possible.  Both 
Worship  Services  are  broadcast  live  on  our 
Facebook   page   each   week   and   those  
broadcasts remain on Facebook even after the 
Worship  Services  end.   We  also  record  the 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service and make it available 
on our YouTube channel, our Facebook page, 
our Facebook group, and on DVDs.  However, 
they are not available until the following Monday 
morning at the earliest.  First we have to upload 
the videos to YouTube but unfortunately that 
takes about 9-10 hours.  If anything goes wrong 
during  these  uploads,  we  have  to  start  the 
upload again.  Once we have a good upload, we 
can then update our website and our Facebook 
page and group.  The process to create the 
DVDs is not dependent on the upload but it does 
take a few hours to compress the recording so it 
will fit on a DVD, then we burn it onto a master 
DVD, and then the copies are made. 
If you have any questions about how to access 
these various platforms, please contact the 
church office. 

 

Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.  If 
you have not yet ‘liked” our Facebook page, 
please  do  so  and  “follow”  us  also.   This  will 
assure that you will be  notified of our various 
posts and events.  Also, please “share” our 
posts and events with your  friends    and    
help    promote    the   great  happenings of 
our church.  If you  are  not  yet  a  member  of  
our  Facebook group, please “join” our group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fall Festival 
Join us on the evening of October 24

th
 for a 

Fall Festival. The Ignite band will be playing 
live music outside as we roast hotdogs and 
s’mores. I promise not to burn the church 
down! More details will be coming over the 
next month, as we figure out ways to include 
our surrounding community in this event.  

 
 
 
 
 

Labor Day 
Monday, September 7th, the office will be 
closed in observance of Labor Day. 
 

Trustee Committee 
The  Trustee  meeting  will  be  on  Tuesday, 
September 8th at 6:30 p.m. in Ehrett Hall. 

 

Finance Committee 
The  next Finance Committee  Meeting  is  on  
Monday, September 14 at 6:00 p.m.  This 
meeting will be held via Zoom. 
 

Learning Center Board 
The Learning  Center  Board meeting will be  
Thursday, September 17th at 6:00 p.m. in B-1. 
 

Ad Council 
The next Ad Council meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. in Ehrett 
Hall. 
 

Worship Committee 
The September Worship meeting is August 
31st at 6:30 p.m. due to September 7th being 
Labor day.   
 
 

 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 

Worship & Sunday School  Times  

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 

 

 
Sunday School schedule is being  

evaluated at this time. 
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9/11 Survivor Shares Story With  
Fairfield Congregation 

By David DeBolt 
Published 1/15/12 

 

FAIRFIELD — Celebration Church Pastor 
Vernon Barker  in  introducing  guest  speaker 
Sujo John on Sunday told his congregation that 
John’s story isn’t just a story. 
 

“It’ll change your life if you listen,” Barker said. 
 

John, a resident of Dallas, grabbed the mic and 
for nearly an hour told the congregation about 
the day that changed his life forever. It was Sept. 
11,  2001,  in  New  York  City.  A  clear,  crisp 
morning awaited John as he arrived at the World 
Trade Center. He was new to New York, moving 
from his native India after marrying his wife Mary 
who  was  four  months  pregnant  at  the  time  
of the attacks. 
 

The couple worked at the World Trade Center in 
fall 2001, he in the north tower, she in the south. 
John said he was on the 81st floor, standing by 
the fax machine, when he heard an explosion. 
Debris flew into the office, jet fuel was pouring 
down the elevator shaft, and “we could hardly 
breathe,” John said. 
 

John and his co-workers made it down the flights 
of stairs, he said, passing New York firefighters 
and police officers who were running up the 
stairs.  All  the  workers  shared  one  thing  in 
common, he said: “The fear of death was written 
on everyone’s face.” 
 

He headed to the south tower to look for his wife 
but instead saw the building crash to the ground. 
He thought he would die and never meet his son 
nor see his wife again. But he and an FBI agent 
escaped the rubble after seeing a flashing red 
light of an ambulance that was otherwise 
crushed. That was one of many miracles that 
day, according to John. 
 

Later, a woman took him to a nearby market for 
shelter, and for the first time since the terrorist 
attack on the tower he had cell phone reception. 
The phone rang. It was his wife. She was late 
getting to work and was not in the tower when 
the second plane hit. 
 

The pair later found out they had made the same 
promise to God that day at about the same time: 
Spare  my  spouse’s  life  and  in  return  they 
would dedicate themselves to Christian causes. 
He  credits  God  with  saving  him  and  his  wife 
that day. 

John was raised Christian in his native India, but 
now he runs a ministry to help in the fight 
against human trafficking in India and tours the 
country sharing his story. John said he doesn’t 
share it to entertain but rather use it as a tool for 
bringing peace and healing to others. 
 

 
 
 
 

Two unarmed F-16s scrambled to stop 
any other hijacked airliners and the  
pilots were prepared to give their  

lives to stop them. 
Business Insider 

Published 7/11/17 
 

With scant detail of what was happening and no 
time  to  do  pre-flight  checklists,  two  DC  Air 
National  Guard  pilots  quickly  scrambled  to 
intercept United 93 after two other planes had 
hit the World Trade Center. 
 

Except there was a twist: They were unarmed. 
Via NBC News: 
 

"In the days before Sept. 11, there were no 
armed aircraft standing guard in Washington, 
D.C.,  ready  to  scramble  at  the  first  sign  of 
trouble." 
 

"And with a Boeing 757 aircraft speeding in the 
direction of Washington, D.C., Penney and her 
commanding officer, Col. Marc Sasseville, 
couldn't wait the dozens of minutes it was going 
to take to properly arm their respective jets." 
 

"We had to protect the airspace any way we 
could," Maj. Heather Penney recalled to The 
Washington Post in 2011. "We wouldn't be 
shooting it down. We'd be ramming the aircraft. I 
would essentially be a kamikaze pilot." Before 
they took off, Penney and Sasseville both 
planned to ram the aircraft with their F-16s. 
 

Instead, the passengers on United 93 made the 
intercept unnecessary, ultimately fighting back 
against the hijackers and downing the aircraft 
into a Pennsylvania field 20 minutes outside of 
Washington. 
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Christmas Shoeboxes 
We will continue collecting for the shoeboxes 
through the rest of the year.   
September - Girls tops (sizes 2-12) and 
 flip flops 
October - Boys shirts (sizes 4-12) and  flip 
 flops 
November - Small toys, dolls, stuffed animals, 
puzzles, match box cars,  jump ropes, etc. 

 
Lost and Found Items 

Black framed reading glasses 
Pearl earring  

Hoop earing with turquoise dots 
Wire rimmed glasses 

Jeweled barrette 
The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through  Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

 

Your Church Staff 

 
Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor   

Ph: (217) 377-4311  
e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Emily Little, Assoc. Pastor  

Ph. (217) 417-2517 
email: emily.little02@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    

Ph: 309-213-4437 
email: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Vicki Cox, Choir Director   

 
Jeff Hickerson, Ignite Band Director  

 
Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  

 

Riverview Service 
It is our intention to continue with the Riverview 
Service as we have done in the past, once a 
month.  At this time we do not know when 
these Services will be allowed to resume. 

 

Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417, let us know your new address. 

 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other  part  of  the  church  service  or  events 
in the Sanctuary, we have Hearing Assistance 
units  to  help  you.   Please  see  the  sound 
system attendant if you would like to use one.   
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be 
an  automatic   withdrawal,   either   monthly   
or semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 
3rd and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is 
easy! Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  
an Electronic Giving form.  This will give you 
one  less   thing   to   remember   to   do   and  
insures  regular  income  to  the  church.  This 
option  works   great   and  several   of  our 
members have been using this process for 
years. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization.  We often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill,  
but  with  the  present system, often we do not 
know.  We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  
you  are hospitalized and  the   current   privacy   
system   is   making   it extremely difficult for  
us  to  know  when  you  are  in  the Hospital. 
 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the 
Wired  Word.  This  is  a  self-study  that  is 
emailed to you   every  week   (usually   on   
Thursdays)  addressing   current   issues   from   
a  Biblical perspective.   Email   the   Church   
office   at  epfumc@comcast.net and you will 
be added to the list. 
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Page for Kids  

of All Ages 
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August Birthdays 
Sept 1  Norma Whitfield   93 
Sept 2  Marilyn Elward 
Sept 3  Rich Gafford 
Sept 4  Ralph Staley 
Sept 5  Ernestine Dellaca   93 
Sept 5  Cara Walker 
Sept 6  Sharon Crawford 
Sept 9  Jerry La Conte 
Sept 9  Terry La Conte 
Sept 9  Phil Minear 
Sept 9  Lois Palmer 
Sept 10 Chad Mc Brayer 
Sept 11 Terry Smith 
Sept 11 Erika Whitaker 
Sept 13 Becky Emerson 
Sept 14 Charlotte Mc Brayer 
Sept 16 Abby Wheeler 
Sept 20 Jack Ellingsworth 
Sept 20 Julie Story 
Sept 21 Ruth Cole 
Sept 21 Ashley Hubbard 
Sept 21 Regina Walker 
Sept 22 Nancy Briggs 
Sept 22 Jeanne Witherell 
Sept 23 Gilbert Cruz 
Sept 24 Chasity Andrus 
Sept 24 Jim Frey 
Sept 25 Steve Emerson 
Sept 27 Rosey Astle 
Sept 27 Bud Burton 
Sept 27 Shirley Carlson 
Sept 27 Charles Newlan 
Sept 28 Sofia Munoz 
Sept 28 Rae Marie Smith 
Sept 28 Marshall Staley 
Sept 29 Ken Meischner 
 
 

May God bless you  
        with all the special gifts  
                   and blessings in life!   
Wishing you a great birthday  
         and an amazing life ahead! 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers  
 

In the Hospital in the Past Month 
Cindy Eubank,  Jean Derry,  

Nancy Ashurst, Judy Preston 
 

 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Art Smith, Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance, Jill Callow,   
Marilyn King, Mary Kail, Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace,  

Brian Engles, Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  
Millie Sleater, Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  

Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   
Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  

Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, Kim Johnson, 
Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew)  

 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  
Jane & Art Smith, Gail Morger,  

Jay Sharp, Beth Ball, Jim Spicher,  
Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah 

 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Katie Young, Marian Hattan,  

Rae Marie Smith, Katy Gnehm,  
June Martinie-Phegley,  

Marge Wakeman, Helen Hibschman,  
Julie Story 

 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force),  
Nathan Deske (Air Force), 
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures... 
Hello again everyone,  
 

I wanted to share some more information about me 
and what I do. When my mommy and daddy met me, 
they just knew that I was special and so they decided 
to train me as a therapy dog. I started off in puppy 
obedience class and learned all the basic stuff like 
how to sit and stay. Then I went on to intermediate 
and advanced puppy classes.  After I took a bunch of 
tests and got several shining things to put on my 
collar, it was time for me to start training to be a 
therapy dog. Therapy dog classes were so much fun. 
I got to learn all kinds of really cool things like how to focus on mommy while we walk, which just 
means that I’m looking at her waiting for instructions instead of looking at what’s in front of me. I 
also learned how to sit in one place for several minutes, even when there was yummy food or my 
favorite toy sitting out. I learned how to be gentle and even how to stay lying still, if a kid decides to 
climb on me or pull my ear. We got to go to really cool places, like this big place that had all kinds 
of strange things, we would practice walking in between what mommy called aisles that had yummy 
smelling stuff in them. They even tried to trick me a few times by putting this stuff called popcorn on 
the ground to see if I would try to eat it, but I fooled them, I just walked right by. Some of the other 
dogs there ate it up so quickly I’m not sure anyone, but me, even saw it, they were like ninja dogs. I 
also learned how to walk next to a grocery cart, how to visit someone that’s in a wheelchair or 
hospital bed, I even learned how to ride in an elevator. My mommy said all those things would help 
me be a good therapy dog, but I already had the loving on people part down perfectly. My favorite 
place to go is this big place where I get to ride in an elevator and help make people feel better, at 
this place, which mommy calls a hospital, I get to visit with little kids, big kids and really big kids. 
The little kids are my favorite. I also love to go to this place called a library, kids love to come lay on 
me and read me a book, mommy said I was helping them practice reading, I just loved how they 
would read the books directly to me, especially the stories about puppies. Other places that I’ve 
been are this big place called a VA hospital. I meet all kinds of really cool people there that would 
tell my mommy stories about something called a war, I never really understood what a war was but 
every time they’d talk they would get extra sad and needed more puppy love, which was fine by 
me. Sometimes we’d go to a place called a nursing home, I got to use my training a lot in these 
places so people in wheelchairs and beds could pet me.   
 

You are probably wondering what makes me so different than other dogs. My mommy says there 
are a few things, the biggest thing is that I’ve had lots and lots of training and I graduated therapy 
dog school and so now I’m what they call certified. It’s kinda like one of those degree things  
2-legged people get but this one’s for us 4-legger’s. With my certification from Love on a Leash 
comes insurance, I’m not really sure what that means, but my mommy can explain it more. My main 
job is to help people who are sad feel better. I do this by snuggling with them, giving them kisses 
(when Mommy isn’t looking) and just by me being there with them they start to feel better. How cool 
is that. Mommy tried to explain how I can make chemicals in peoples brains work better but she lost 
me when I saw a bunny run by the window. I don’t really care how it works, all I know is that I get to 
meet all kinds of people and sometimes turn frowns into smiles. After we get home, I always take a 
really long nap, being a good therapy dog is pretty hard work.  
 

I cannot wait to meet you. My office hours will be Tuesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Feel free to come see me if you need some puppy snuggles and while we are snuggling my 
mommy can pray with you.  
 

Love,  
Lando Little  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Join Us For  Worship 
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship Service 
 
 

East Peoria Food Pantry 
Available for anyone in the  

61611 zip code. 
We are serving on Mondays  

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Drive up! 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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