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Message from Pastor Emily  

 

 

 
 

 
Hello everyone as part of my prayer study and  
my weekly Why We Pray video I would like to  
introduce a weekly prayer “schedule”. If you are 
struggling to make sure you pray for all the important 
things this may be helpful. Feel free to use this  
“schedule” or create your own.  

Monday: Our Church 
Tuesday: Our Country 
Wednesday: Pastors 

Thursday: Our Community 
Friday: Our Denomination 

Saturday: Our World 
Remember that anytime we are praying it’s a  
good thing, no matter how we pray or who  
we pray for. Prayer is a way of building a relationship  
with God and understanding our life more. Here is  
a daily Bible reading guide for November to help  
you stay in the word every day. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Can you believe it’s November already? I can’t.  
This year has been so bizarre and has moved in  
such odd spurts that I can’t believe we’re almost  
done with the year. In November, we’ll be spending  
the entire month focused on thankfulness. With that  
in mind, I really want to say how thankful I am for all  
of you. I haven’t met everyone yet, and might not  
still for months, but that hasn’t stopped you from  
being supportive of Emily and I as we settle in here.  
You guys have just been awesome in showing your 
appreciation to us this past month, and it has meant  
the world to us.  
 

Message from Pastor Kevin 

Walk Through the Bible Reading 
November Reading List 

10/26-11/1- Covenant 
Day 1: Genesis 12-13 
Day 2: Genesis 18-23 
Day 3: Genesis 24-27 
Day 4: Genesis 28-33, 35 
Day 5: Genesis 37, 39-45, 47-50 
 
11/2-8 – Deliverance 
Day 1: Exodus 1-4 
Day 2: Exodus 5-7 
Day 3: Exodus 8-11 
Day 4: Exodus 12-14 
Day 5: Exodus 15-18 
 
11/9-11-15 – Order 
Day 1: Exodus 19-20,  
           Deuteronomy 4:44-5:33 
Day 2: Exodus 21-23:19,  
  31:18-32:35 
Day 3: Leviticus 11, 17:10-19:37 
Day 4: Numbers 6, 13-14:38 
           Deuteronomy 5-9, 13 
Day 5: Numbers 18,  
           Deuteronomy 14:22-15:23,  
           21-22, 25, 34 
 
11/16-11/22 – Atonement 
Day 1: Exodus 24-27 
Day 2: Exodus 34:29-36:1, 40,  
           Psalm 81 
Day 3: Leviticus 1-5 
Day 4: Leviticus 6-7 
Day 5: Leviticus 16-17, 23 
           Deuteronomy 16 
 
11/23-11/29 – Leadership 
Day 1: Joshua 1-3 
Day 2: Joshua 4-8, 24 
Day 3: Judges 1-2, 4-5 
Day 4: Judges 6-8 
Day 5: Judges 13-16 
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Altar Flower Dedications 
November 1 - In memory of the Saints, present 
 & past, of the Church, from Phil Minear 
November 8 - In honor & memory of all veterans 
 and those serving today, from Tootie 
 Schmidt 
November 15 - In loving memory of Ray & Stan 
 Sharp, from Neva and family 
November 22 - In loving memory of Mom, from 
 Gafford and Eubank families 
November 27 - In   celebration   of   our   5th 
 Wedding Anniversary, Ashleigh and  
 Barry Lane 
 

Thank You 
Ben and I would like to thank everyone who 
sent cards, called, brought food and prayed for 
us while we were ill.  We are at Hollybrook and 
doing pretty well.  You are an awesome church 
family.                                                 Jean Derry 

 
 

As I start the long road to recovery I would like 
to thank everyone for the cards, prayers and 
phone calls during my recent hospital stay. 

Nancy Brooks 

Sympathy 
Our condolences go to the family of Jim Bedwell 
who recently passed away, unexpectedly.  Jim 
lived  across  the  street  from  our  church  for 
almost 25 years.  He loved the church bells and 
listening  to  the  children  play  in  the  yard.  
His sister, Jamie Burk, stopped in to let us know 
that we may receive memorials in Jim’s name.  
She said anytime she was on the phone with 
him, and the bells started playing, he would stop 
talking just to listen to the bells.   
 
 

Getting to Know Us 
Pastors Kevin and Emily would like to get to 
know each of you, and give you the opportunity 
to meet them.  If you would like to have a 
Wednesday lunch or a Friday evening dinner 
with them please call the office and schedule a 
time.  Space is limited, due to safety and social 
distancing, so call soon to schedule  a time. 
 
 
 
 

 

All Saints Sunday 
Please  join  us  Sunday,  November  1st  at 
9:00 a.m. as we celebrate those who have gone 
before us. 
 
 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

-Philippians 1:21  

 

All Saints 
Charles Velpel  November 6, 2019 
Roswell Daniels  November 11, 2019 
Stan Sharp   November 14, 2019 
Robert “Pete” Childers December 25, 2019 
Teresa Earle   February 3, 2020 
Howard Goodyear  February 22, 2020 
Mel Morger   February 22, 2020 
Dana Throckmorton  February 25, 2020 
Dee Meischner  March 13, 2020 
Karla Buhl   April 4, 2020 
Dale Hibschman  April 7, 2020 
Dick Blair   April 15, 2020 
Jeremy Albright  April 15, 2020 
Jane Lourash  June 22, 2020 
Leonard Lamb  June 23, 2020 
Paula Renken  June 28, 2020 
Monique Murphy  July 25, 2020 
Rae Marie Smith  September 12, 2020 
 

 
 

Jesus, Dear Savior, 
On this day we prayerfully remember  

all our loved ones who have died.   
Please give them comfort and hope  

and may they be at peace,  
knowing that they will rest  
in God’s arms eternally.   

Thank you for our memories of them  
and for the good times we shared.   

We ask You, please,  
through their intercession,  

to deepen our faith,  
strengthen our hope  

and increase our love,  
that we, too, may someday  

stand before You,  
ready to enter Your Holy Kingdom.   

Amen 
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Weekend SnackPac 
Our  hope  is  to  resume  SnackPac  during 
the month of November.  We are waiting on 
the  schools  to  tell  us  when  and  how  many 
students qualify.   
Each week during the school year we provide  
snacks for the weekend for eligible students at 
some of the East Peoria schools. Those   
SnackPacs   are  packed   every  Monday  at 
9:00 a.m. at  the  church.   If  you  would  like  
to  help  with  this  wonderful  program,  we 
would love to have you.  Or  you can  donate    
individual   size  microwavable  mac-n-cheese,   
Chef Boyardee or Kroger dinners, applesauce 
cups, instant oatmeal or hot chocolate packs.  
There is a basket  in the Foyer  by  our  Prayer  
Wall for donations. 

 

 
Leap of Faith Updates 

We would like to welcome the newest member 
of  our  staff,  Kelsie  Berry.   She  has  been 
working with Melissa in our 2-3 year old room.   
We would also like to congratulate Miss Beka, 
our  Pre-K  teacher,  who  is  expecting  her 
second baby in May. 

 
 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
If you would like to purchase Poinsettias for the 
Christmas  Services  at  Church  please  fill  out 
attached  form  and  send  to  the  Church by 
December 5th.   The cost will be $13.00 per 
plant.  Please enclose payment with form,  
make  your  check  payable  to  the  First United 
Methodist  Church.   Plants  may  be  picked  up 
after the last service on Christmas  Eve  or  in  
the  office  on  Monday,  December 28th. 
 
Name_______________________________ 
 
Phone______________________________ 
 
_____# ordered = $____________________ 
 
In honor of ___________________________ 
 
In memory of _________________________ 
 
 
 

2020 Altar Flowers 
You may sign up for your special date in 2021 
for   altar   flowers   on   November   15th   and 
November  22nd.   The  cost  is  $24.00  for  two 
bouquets  for  the  altar.   Flowers  need  to  be 
paid    for  when   you   order.    Flowers   are  
delivered to the church with no arrangements 

necessary on your part.  You may 
take  the  flowers   in   the   plastic   
liners, following  the service. Thanks 
to Gary  and  Barbara  Church  for  
providing  the  liners.    If  you  are  
celebrating a special anniversary  
(25th-50th),  please contact Patti 
Staley at (309)838-5636  to  have  
your  special  date reserved. 
 
 
 
 

New Address 
 

Ken & Mary Meischner 
65 Diamond Point 
Morton, IL  61550 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BELL 
 

I KNOW WHO I AM 
I AM God’s child (John 1:12) 

I am Christ’s friend (John 15:15) 
I am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17) 

I am bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
I am a saint  (set apart for God)  (Eph 1:1) 

I am a personal witness of Christ  (Acts (1:8) 
I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt. 5:13-14) 

I am a member of the body of Christ (1Cor 12:27) 
I am free forever from condemnation (Rom. 8:1-2) 

I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant  (Phil. 3:20) 
I am free form any charge against me (Rom. 8:31-34) 

I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2Cor. 5:17-21) 
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18) 
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6) 

I cannot be separated from the love of God(Rom. 8:35-39) 
I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor. 1:21-22) 
I am assured all things work together for good   (Rom. 8:28) 
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16) 

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3:12) 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil 4:13) 

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5) 
I am God’s temple (1 Cor. 3:16).     I am complete in Christ (Col. 2:10) 

 

Monday, December 03, 2007 American Online:  BRFUGITT 

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/arrow+right+left?search_source=base_related_searches&language=en&noid=1
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Hanging of the Greens 
On November 22

nd
 we will be decorating the 

church after service to get our Church in the 
Christmas Spirit.  It will be different this year due 
to COVID-19.  We will be asking for family  
volunteers to decorate a small area of the 
church.  This could consist of putting up a tree, 
decorating a tree, hanging greenery, setting up a 
manger scene. There are several things that can 
be done.  It would be a great way to spend some 
special time with your family while helping to get 
our church ready to celebrate this Christmas 
season. 
 

Christmas Card Bags 
We will have our Christmas bags in the Day 
Care Hallway November 24th through December 
15th. Please bring your Christmas Cards to be 
put in the bags by December 15th.   Please sign  
up to deliver a bag or two to bring some extra 
Christmas joy to our church family and receive a 
special blessing yourself. Extra lists of names  
will also be available.   
 
 

Christmas Shoeboxes 
November - Small toys, dolls, stuffed animals, 
puzzles, match box cars, jump ropes, etc. 
 

The last day to turn in November items is Nov. 
8th.  We plan to pack the boxes on Nov. 15th 
and on Sunday, Nov. 22nd the boxes will be 
prayed over during service and delivered, to be 
mailed. Thank you for your contributions and 
support throughout this past year.   
 
 
 

UMW   "No-Bake"  BAKE SALE  
You  are  invited  to  NOT  bake  a  cake,  pie, 
cookies, or brownies. You do NOT have to find 
the   recipe,   shop   for   ingredients   or   mix  
anything.  All you have to do is donate the 
amount of money you would spend on the item.  
Please make your check payable to:  "United 
Methodist Women".  Any  questions, please  
contact    Bev    Avery   (309)444-5153.   Your 
continued   support   is   greatly   appreciated,  
anytime throughout this year!!   

Mail to our treasurer; Carol Leach, 
1713 Highview Rd., E Peoria, IL 61611  

 

 

Trustee Committee 
The  Trustee  meeting  will  be  on  Tuesday, 
November 3rd at 6:30 p.m. in Ehrett Hall. 
  
 

Finance Committee 
The  next Finance Committee  Meeting  is  on  
Tuesday, November 10th at 6:00 p.m.  This 
meeting will be held via Zoom. 
 
 

Ad Council 
The next Ad Council meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 17th at 6:00 p.m. in Ehrett 
Hall. 
 
 

Learning Center Board 
The Learning Center Board meeting will be  
Thursday, November 19th at 6:00 p.m. in B-1. 
 
 

UMW Christmas Lunch 
All  the  ladies  of  the  Church  are  invited  to 
a Christmas Luncheon in Ehrett Hall on 
Wednesday, December 9

th
.  We will be serving 

a box lunch and of course we will be observing  
social distancing. 
Please  call  Patti  Staley  (309)694-1964  if  
you  are interested.  We will also have a sign 
up sheet before and after Church in November.   

 

Folepi's Gifts Galore Shop & Stroll 
Saturday, December 5th from noon till 3:00 
p.m. is this year’s Shop & Stroll!  Although this 
event will  look  a  little  different  this  year,  we  
still plan on participating.  Our parking lot will 
still  be  available  for  the  patrons,  and  our 
building will be open to the public for warmth 
and restrooms.  We are planning on setting up 
a hot chocolate table to invite the public in.  
More info to come. 

 
Worship & Sunday School  Times  

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

 
Sunday School schedule is being  

evaluated at this time. 
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Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 

BE CHARGED! 
You can make a difference! 

It is never too late!  You can still turn in your 
2021 Charged Commitment.  Please prayerfully 
make your commitment to our wonderful church. 
 

Commit to Charged, and being Charged  for our 
church 
Commit to Having consistent conversations with 
God 
Commit to Attending church activities online or in 
person  
Commit to Reaching out to others to check on them 
Commit to Grace, extending it to others and myself  
Commit to Encouraging others in their faith walk 
Commit to Dreaming about the future of our church  
 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
 Are you unable to attend our Sunday Worship 

Service in person but would love to be able to 
watch it every week?   

 Did you attend and would like to see it again? 
 

Well, both of those things are possible.  Our 
weekly Worship Service is broadcast live to our  
Facebook page and YouTube and remains there 
even after the Worship Service ends.  The service 
is also available on our website via a YouTube 
link.  We even create DVD copies of the service if 
you can’t access it online.  
If you have any questions about how to access 
these various platforms, please contact the 
church office. 

 
 
 

Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the church  
and  some  church-wide  events  on our Facebook 
Page and in our Facebook Group.  The name of 
our page and group is the same:  East Peoria 
First United Methodist Church.  If you have not 
yet ‘liked” our Facebook page, please  do  so  and  
“follow”  us  also.   This  will assure that you will 
be  notified  of  our  various  posts  and  events.  
Also, please “share” our posts and events 
with your  friends    and    help    promote    the   
great  happenings of our church.  If you  are  
not  yet  a  member  of  our  Facebook group, 
please “join” our group. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Do  you  have  a  life  insurance  policy  that  you 
no  longer  need  for  your  family?   Have  you 
considered giving that policy to our church as a 
legacy  gift?    You  can  make  our  church  the 
beneficiary  and  the  insurance  proceeds  are 
exempt from any estate tax.  Or, consider buying 
a   policy,  making   the   church   owner   and  
beneficiary—receive an immediate charitable tax 
deduction of the purchase price.  What a great 
way  to  make  a  major  gift  to  the  church  who 
has  nurtured   and   developed   you   in   your 
Christian journey!  Leave a gift that will make  a  
difference  for  Christ  and  His kingdom for the 
next generations. 
 

Upper Room Subscriptions 
It’s  time  to  order subscriptions  to  the 2021 
issues of the “Upper Room –Daily Devotional 
Guide”.  If you would like to have an annual 
subscription, please fill out the below order 
form and mail in/ leave in the office mail slot, 
with your payment. 
The price for the subscription is the same as 
last year.  The cost for the large print Upper 
Room subscription is $10.50 for a year  and 
the regular print is $7.50 for a year. There are 
6 issues a year (each issue covers two 
months).  Checks should be made payable to 
First United Methodist Church of East Peoria.  
If you are needing the Upper Room mailed to 
you,   the cost of the subscription for a year 
plus mailing charge will be $12.00 for the 
small and $21.50 for the large. 

Order Form 
Upper Room, Daily Devotional Guide 

 

Name:______________________________ 
Small Size 

_____ Regular sized Upper Room  
           Subscription at $7.50  = ______ 
 

_____ Regular sized Upper Room  
           mailed at $12.00  = _______ 
 

Large Size 
_____ Large  Sized Upper Room yearly  
           Subscription at $10.50 = ______ 
 

_____ Large Print Upper Room mailed  
            at $21.50  = ______ 

  Total Due=______________ 
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If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization.  We often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  
We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  you  are 
hospitalized.  

 
Lost and Found Items 

Black framed reading glasses 
Pearl earring  

Wire rimmed glasses 
Jeweled barrette 

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through  Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

 

Your Church Staff 

 
Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor   

Ph. (217) 377-4311  
e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Emily Little, Assoc. Pastor  

Ph. (217) 417-2517 
email: emily.little02@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    

Ph. (309)213-4437 
email: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Vicki Cox, Choir Director   

 
Jeff Hickerson, Ignite Band Director  

 
Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  

 

Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417, let us know your new address. 
 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other  part  of  the  church  service  or  events 
in the Sanctuary, we have Hearing Assistance 
units  to  help  you.   Please  see  the  sound 
system attendant if you would like to use one.   
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be 
an  automatic  withdrawal,  either monthly or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  
Other  options  for  Giving  our  Tithes  and 
Offerings are:  

Mail in or drop off a check 
Offering Box 
Google Pay by sending funds to  
          offerings@epfumc.com.  

You can also dedicate it to a specific fund like 
HVAC or Daycare doors by adding a note when 
you submit google pay or by writing a note on 
your check.  

 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the 
Wired  Word.  This  is  a  self-study  that  is 
emailed to you   every  week   (usually   on   
Thursdays)  addressing   current   issues   from   
a  Biblical perspective.   Email   the   Church   
office   at  epfumc@comcast.net and you will 
be added to the list. 

 

REQUIRED MINIMUM  
DISTRIBUTIONS FROM IRAs 

Consider giving your RMD directly to your 
church.  If you are 70.5 years or older, you 
must make minimum withdrawals from your 
IRA.   However,  you  can  meet  your  RMD  by 
having your plan administrator send the 
amount (up to $100,000 annually) directly to 
your  church.    The  withdrawal  is  NOT  a 
charitable tax deduction, but the withdrawal is 
not listed as taxable income!   You make a nice 
gift  and  avoid  paying  income  tax  on  the 
withdrawal--- everyone benefits! 
 
 

mailto:offerings@epfumc.com
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Page for kids of all ages 
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November Birthdays 
Nov 4  Brenda Ellingsworth 
Nov 7  Betty Kerr   96 
Nov 8  Gary Hinkle 
Nov 9  Caitlin Reeves 
Nov 10  Barb Son 
Nov 11  Maribel Blair 
Nov 13  Katy Gnehm   93 
Nov 14  Rob Calder 
Nov 16  Karen Minter 
Nov 17  Jerry Jones 
Nov 20  Donna Cothrell 
Nov 20  Bob Dietrich 
Nov 20  Bill Heisel 
Nov 23  Lydia Rathbun 
Nov 25  Sandy Crawford 
Nov 25  Fred Darrah 
Nov 26  Sally Whitfield 
Nov 28  Braedon Andrus 
Nov 29  Katie Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swirling autumn leaves  
of orange, red and gold,  
November has a beauty  

that’s easy to behold.   
A birthday wish for you  
of happiness and more,  

may your days  
be full of what  

you are thankful for. 
 

Happy Birthday! 

In Our Prayers  
 

In the Hospital in the Past Month 
Nancy Brooks, Marge Taylor, 

Marshal Staley 
 

 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Art Smith, Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance, Jill Callow,   
Marilyn King, Mary Kail, Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace,  

Brian Engles, Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  
Millie Sleater, Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  

Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   
Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  

Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, Kim Johnson, 
Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew)  

 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  
Jane & Art Smith, Gail Morger,  

Jay Sharp, Beth Ball, Jim Spicher,  
Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah 

 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Katie Young, Marian Hattan,  

Katy Gnehm, June Martinie-Phegley,  
Marge Wakeman,  

Helen Hibschman, Julie Story 
 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force),  
Nathan Deske (Air Force), 
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures... 

Welcome Kelsie Berry,  
our new Leap of Faith 

Teacher 

One80 Halloween Party 

Fall Festival 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Join Us For  Worship 
9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship Service 
 
 

East Peoria Food Pantry 
Available for anyone in the  

61611 zip code. 
We are serving on Mondays  

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Drive up! 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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