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Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and 

the life. The one who believes in me 

will live, even though they die; and 

whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die.”  John 11:25-26 
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Isn’t it exciting? We’re about to set aside the period of somber introspection that is Lent, and leap 
into the excitement and joy of Easter. Just like Christmas, Easter isn’t just one day that we 
celebrate the miracle of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is a 7-week period that culminates with 
the Ascension of Jesus into heaven. On Good Friday, all hope was lost. Yet Easter and the 
following weeks tell us that wasn’t actually the case. Jesus not only rose from the grave, but he 
also spent another 6 weeks with his disciples teaching. You’d think he’d have just retired after 
being crucified, but luckily for all of us, he stuck around and that’s what we get to celebrate next.  
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We celebrate 
his arrival and begin to look forward with dread to what we know is coming on Friday. But 
Maundy Thursday comes first. Also known as Holy Thursday, this is the night on which Jesus 
celebrated his last Passover Supper with the disciples. This formal dinner ceremony goes back 
thousands of years to the Exodus and is the moment when the people of Israel celebrate being 
led to freedom by God, through Moses. It has been a holy day ever since, and we continue that 
celebration not just on Holy Thursday, but every time we observe Holy Communion. Our Maundy 
Thursday service will be at 6pm on Thursday, April 1.  
 
Good Friday is the misnamed observance of the day of the Crucifixion. Jesus was beaten and 
escorted along the streets of Jerusalem until they reached the hill of Golgotha, where he would 
be fastened to the cross and left to die. After hours of suffering, at around 3:00 p.m., Jesus would 
speak his last words and take his last breath. Then, in a rush to be done before Sabbath began 
at 5:00 p.m., they took his body to Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, covered it, and left it while 
planning to return Sunday morning after Sabbath had ended, so that they could wrap it properly.  
 
Easter Sunday has traditionally been one of, if not the most important Sundays of the year. It 
would begin with an Easter Vigil, which starts the evening before and finishes at the Sunrise 
Service. The vigil is a period of waiting and watchfulness, looking forward to the coming dawn. 
Over the centuries we’ve gotten away from this all-night long service and have focused primarily 
on the end of it, which is the Sunrise Service. This is a great celebration of the fact that when the 
women returned to wrap Jesus’ body, the stone was rolled back from Jesus’ grave and they 
found it empty. Our Sunrise Service this year will take place outside, unless it’s raining, at 6:30 
a.m. on April 4

th
. Bring a lawn chair along, and we’ll praise the Lord as a new day dawns on our 

church, city, and world.  
 
Following the Sunrise Service is the primary Easter Service. Historically, this is a day of renewal 
for the church. People who had been excommunicated for one reason or another were welcomed 
back with open arms. Baptisms were performed and baptismal vows were renewed. Everything is 
changed, salvation is at hand. Jesus is back baby! Our Easter service will be at our regular 9am 
time, and will be outside, weather permitting.  

  

 
 

Message from Pastor Kevin 
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Graduate Information 2021                         

Attention   parents   and   grandparents    of  
graduates!  The  Education  Committee  is    
looking for information for anyone graduating 
from   8th   grade,   high   school,   or   college. 
Return this form, along with a picture (if you 
would like),  to  the  Church  Office  so  we  can 
recognize this wonderful accomplishment.   If   
you  have  any questions,   please  contact  Julie  
Powers  at julie.powers@gmail.com. 

Deadline is April 30.    
 
Graduates name: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Graduates Grade and School: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Graduates Parents and/or Grandparents: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
If High School graduate, please provide after 
graduation plans (job, college, military, etc.): 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
If College graduate, please provide major/
minor and any future plans: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 

mailto:julie.powers@gmail.com
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Congratulations! 
Congratulations  Kurt  and  Julie  Jamison  on 
the birth of their grandson, Samuel Michael 
Jamison.   Samuel   was   born   on   February  
8th  weighing in  at  7lbs.  14 oz.  And  19 1/4  
inches.    He   was  welcomed  home  by  his 
brother Jack and Mom and Dad, Greg & Mary 
Beth Jamison. 
 
 

Churchwide Special Sundays 
April 18, 2021 

Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 30, 2021 

Peace With Justice Sunday 
October 3, 2021 

World Communion Sunday 
November 28, 2021 

United Methodist Student Day Sunday 
 
 

Trustee Committee 
The  Trustee  meeting  will  be  on  Tuesday, 
April 6th at 6:30 in B-1. 
 

Finance Committee 
The  next  Finance  Committee  Meeting  is  on  
Tuesday,  April 13th at  6:00  p.m.  This meeting 
will be held via Zoom. 
 

Ad Council 
The  next  Ad  Council  meeting  is  scheduled 
for Tuesday, April 20th.  This will be a Zoom 
meeting. 
 
 

UMW 
FOLLOWING EVENTS CANCELLED: 

Chocolate Faire (May 8th) 
Celebration of Women (June 5th) 

 

REMINDER:  UMW  members  that  have not 
already sent in their pledge, please mail to Bev 
Avery (1517 Kelsey St., Washington, IL 61571). 
 
 

Administrative Professionals Day 
Wednesday,  April  21st,  is  Administrative      
Professionals Day.  Please let Terri Bridges 
know how much we appreciate her!  
 

 
Altar Flower Dedications 

April 4th - Easter Sunday 
He Is Risen Indeed! 
Happy Easter, from Tootie Schmidt 

April 11th 
In  memory  of  loved  ones,  from  Jean 
Aldag-Daniels 

April 18th 
In memory of Denny Roese and Richard 
Hanchett, from Lucy Roese 

April 25th 
Happy Heavenly Birthday Dick Blair, 
Love Maribel 

 
 

Thank You 
Thank you, We are grateful for the kindness 
and compassion you extended to our family 
during this difficult time.  You have touched our 
hearts. 

The Family of Phillip Lee Cole 
 
 

Hello Everyone: 
I’m really late with this but, thank you so much 
for thinking about me at Christmas time.  I look 
at the card, then I hunt up their picture in my 
church booklet.  I really miss going to church, 
but I thank God I’m still good at 96!  Wow!  I’m 
not old, that’s antique.  Thanks a million for all 
the cards and candy too.   

Blessings, Betty Kerr 
 
 

With all the love my heart can hold I want to 
thank everyone for all the beautiful birthday 
cards that made my 94th complete. 

God Bless You All, Dean Smith 
 
 

Sympathy 
Our sincerest sympathy goes to Kurt and Julie 
Jamison. Kurt’s mom, Trudy Jamison passed 
on to Glory on January 23, 2021.     
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Matthew 28 
“After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of 
the week, Mary Magdalene

( 
and the other Mary

 

went to look at the tomb. 

2 
There was a violent earthquake,

 
for an angel of 

the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3 

His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow.

4 
The guards were 

so afraid of him that they shook and became like 
dead men. 

5 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 

for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 

6 
He is not here; he has risen, just 

as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 

7 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He 

has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I 
have told you.” 
 
8 
So the women hurried away from the tomb, 

afraid  yet  filled  with  joy,  and  ran  to  tell  his 
disciples. 

9 
Suddenly Jesus met them. 

“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped 
his feet and worshiped him. 

10 
Then Jesus said 

to  them,  “Do  not  be  afraid.  Go  and  tell  my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
March 28  – Palm Sunday 

9:00 a.m. 
So they took branches of palm trees and went 
out to meet Him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even 
the King of Israel!”  -  John 12:13 
 

April 1 – Maundy Thursday 

6:00 p.m. 
Jesus said to him, “I Am the Way, and the 
Truth, and  the  Life.  No  one  comes  to  the  
Father except through Me.  -  John 14:6 

  

April 2  – Good Friday 

6:00 p.m. 
For God so loved

 
the world that He gave His 

One  and  Only  Son, 
 
that  whoever  believes  

in Him   shall   not   perish  but  have  eternal  
life.  -  John 3:16 
 

April 4 – Easter 

6:30 a.m. Sonrise Service - Outdoors 

9:00 a.m.  Easter Service 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this Temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.”  -  John 2:19 
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New Address 
Don & Marie Meyer 

1400 Parkside Ave. Unit 125 
Morton, IL 61550 

Home phone:  309-284-1676 
 

Marie said to call if you have any questions, or 
before you come for a visit. 
 
 
 

Hearing Assistance Units 
If you have trouble hearing the sermon or any 
other  part  of  the  church  service  or  events in 
the Sanctuary, we have Hearing Assistance units  
to  help  you.   Please  see  the  sound system 
attendant if you would like to use one.   
 
 
 

Easter Joy 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 

 
He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 
 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

 
Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 
 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord. 
Help us love like you! 

By Joanna Fuchs 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.  If 
you have not yet ‘liked” our Facebook page, 
please  do  so  and  “follow”  us  also.   This  will 
assure that you will be  notified  of  our  various  
posts  and  events.  Also, please “share” our 
posts and events with your  friends    and    
help    promote    the   great  happenings of 
our church.  If you  are  not  yet  a  member  of  
our  Facebook group, please “join” our group. 
 

 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Do  you  have  a  life  insurance  policy  that  
you no  longer  need  for  your  family?   Have  
you considered giving that policy to our church 
as a legacy  gift?    You  can  make  our  church  
the beneficiary  and  the  insurance  proceeds  
are exempt from any estate tax.  Or, consider 
buying a   policy,  making   the   church   owner   
and  beneficiary—receive an immediate       
charitable tax deduction of the purchase 
price.  What a great way  to  make  a  major    
gift  to  the  church  who has  nurtured           
and  developed   you   in   your Christian              
journey!  Leave a gift that will make  a             
difference  for  Christ  and  His kingdom for the 
next generations. 
 
 

REQUIRED MINIMUM  
DISTRIBUTIONS FROM IRAs 

Consider giving your RMD directly to your 
church.  If you are 70.5 years or older, you must 
make minimum withdrawals from your 
IRA.   However,  you  can  meet  your  RMD  by 
having your plan administrator send the amount 
(up to $100,000 annually) directly to your  
church.    The  withdrawal  is  NOT  a charitable 
tax deduction, but the withdrawal is not listed as 
taxable income!   You make a nice gift  and  
avoid  paying  income  tax  on  the withdrawal--- 
everyone benefits! 
 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 



7                                                First United Methodist Church of East Peoria                      April 2021 

 

Lost and Found Items 

Black framed reading glasses 
Pearl earring  

Wire rimmed glasses 
Jeweled barrette 

Guidesman pocketknife 
Earring-black & crystal 
Gray crystal bracelet 

The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & found 
items for 3 months and if not claimed, we give 
away through the Food Pantry. 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

Pastors Office Days 
Pastor Kevin Little 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
 

Pastor Emily 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

 

Lando 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office at 
309-699-5417, let us know your new address. 
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be 
an  automatic  withdrawal,  either monthly or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  
Other  options  for  Giving  our  Tithes  and 
Offerings are:  

Mail in or drop off a check 
Offering Box 

You can also dedicate it to a specific fund like 
HVAC or Daycare doors by writing a note on 
your check.  

 

The Wired Word 
A  great  study/growth  opportunity  is  the 
Wired  Word.  This  is  a  self-study  that  is 
emailed to you   every  week   (usually   on   
Thursdays)  addressing   current   issues   from   
a  Biblical perspective.   Email   the   Church   
office   at  epfumc@comcast.net and you will 
be added to the list. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals  every  morning,   but   even  if  you 
specify    that    we    be   informed   of   your  
hospitalization we often are not told.   Please 
call us or have a relative or friend  notify the 
Church.  We want to know  when  you  are  ill.  
We  want  to  be  praying  for  you  as  you  are 
hospitalized.  
 

Operation Shoebox 
April items needed are: new t-shirts & new 
clogs. You may put items in the  basket in the 
Foyer.  If you would like to drop off a donation, 
please call the office. 
 

 

Your Church Staff 
 

Rev. Kevin Little, Directing Pastor   
Ph. (217) 377-4311  

e-mail: pastorkevinlittle@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Emily Little, Assoc. Pastor  
Ph. (217) 417-2517 

email: emily.little02@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor    
Ph. (309) 213-4437 

email: epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager   
e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

 
Jeff Hickerson, Interim Music Director 

 
Vicki Cox, Choir Director  

 
Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist  

 
Worship & Sunday School Times  

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 
 

 

Sunday School schedule is being  
evaluated at this time. 
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Easter Bible Word Search 
Bible 

Church 
Triumph 
Messiah 
Gospels 
Alleluia 

Resurrection 
Jesus Christ 

Sunrise Service 
Lamb of God 

Everlasting Life 
Light of the world 

New Life 
Cross 

Joy 
Celebration 
Easter Bells 

Candles 
Glorious 

Page for kids  

of all ages 

 
Redemption     Sunday     Third Day     Easter Lily      Empty Tomb 
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April Birthdays 
April 7  Marie Meyer 
April 7  Amber Naramore 
April 12 Gabriel Munoz 
April 13 Aidan Cruz 
April 16 Mark Astle 
April 17 Denise Davis 
April 17 Joan La Conte 
April 21 Beth Vogel 
April 23 Andrea Mooberry 
April 26 Susan Simms 
April 28 Forest Smith 
April 29 Carla Fennell 
April 29 Lilian Rae Vogel 
April 30 Brad Wheeler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 

 

May you only know… 
 

Joy that makes you share. 
Troubles that make you thrive. 
Sadness that makes you care. 
Hope that makes you dream. 

Failure that makes you succeed. 
Success that makes you rejoice. 

Friends that make you laugh. 
Passion that makes you live. 

Love that makes you love more. 
 

 

 

     In Our Prayers 
                 

              In the Hospital in the Past Month 
            Vicki Cox, Bonnie Lourash 

 
 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance,  
Jill Callow, Marilyn King, Mary Kail,  

Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace, Brian Engles,  
Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop, Millie Sleater,  

Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  
Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,   

Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  
Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, Kim Johnson, 

Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  
Nancy Brooks  

 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for victory over COVID-19,  

caregivers and our dear Church family who  
are unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those who  
are grieving and our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  

Gail Morger, Jay Sharp, Beth Ball,  
Jim Spicher, Nancy Ashurst, Fred Darrah, 

Jay & Sally Whitfield, Linda Whitehurst 
Steve Smith 

 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Marian Hattan, Katy Gnehm,  

Marge Wakeman,  
Helen Hibschman, Julie Story 

 

Military Service Members 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force),  
Nathan Deske (Air Force), 
Brad Wheeler (Air Force), 

Ryan Webb (Army),  
Jared Koch (Air Force) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuw_icqfTcAhVs64MKHfV4BZwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgetdrawings.com%2Fwoman-praying-hands-silhouette&psig=AOvVaw1uus1_H8FWo61hTnWM9oWi&ust=1534602576410972
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Our Church in Pictures... 

Answer Key 

7 

10 

7 

7 

13 

11 

4 

8 

10 

7 

7 

6 

Our first Snack Pac packing of the school 
year!! Woo Hoo!! So very thankful for all 
the generous donations from our loving 
church family that helps make this 
outreach ministry possible.  

Leap Of Faith 
 

The Pre-k room 
hosted an art show 
in February.  They 
worked very hard  
to create such 
wonderful art pieces. 
We hope you had  
a chance to walk 
through and take a 
look! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
East Peoria Food Pantry 

Available for anyone in the  
61611 zip code. 

 
We are serving on Mondays  

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Drive up! 

First United Methodist Church 
154 E. Washington St. 
East Peoria, IL 61611-2529 
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