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February Messenger 2020 

First United Methodist Church of East Peoria 
154 E. Washington Street, East Peoria, IL 61611 

Phone  309-699-5417  
Visit Us Online at www.epfumc.com 

 E-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Agape 

♥ Loving God  

♥ Loving Others  

♥ Living Our Faith 

Unconditional “God” love 

The love of God for people,  

and of people for God 

The highest form of love, charity 

Dates To Remember 
February 1 

7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Adult Girl Scout Training 
February 2 

2:00 p.m. Riverview Service 
February 8 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Mel’s Café 
February 9 

7:30 a.m. Friends for Mission Breakfast 
 

2:00 p.m. IGRC “See-ing All the People” 
training 

February 14 
1:00 p.m. Faith Friends Fun Fridays 

February 16 
Puppets for Jesus Bake Sale 

Before and after Worship 
February 22 

5:00 p.m. New Beginnings 
Fun & Games 
February 29 

8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Troop 27  
Chili Supper Fundraiser 
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Message From Pastor Mary 

February 2020 
Journeying With Jesus 

 
 We have been using the book, “Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus” by Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg 
in our Tuesday night and Wednesday morning Bible studies.  It has been very helpful in putting a contextual 
understanding to many practices of our faith.  When we look at long traditions through a new lens, it can give 
depth and meaning for what we do as people of faith.   
 I have also been reading a book by Lauren Winner called, “Mudhouse Sabbath.” Lauren converted 
from Judaism to Christianity as a young adult. Her background and experience gives a perspective I find 
refreshing as well as challenging.    
 Two things stand out for me from these readings as we enter the month of February.  One was a 
passage in Exodus 24 where Moses is getting the Law from God on the mountain.  The people say to Moses 
and to God “We will do, and we will be obedient.”  The Hebrew translates the phrase “we will be obedient” 
as “we will hear.”  That is a very different way from how we operate.  Usually we have to hear and 
understand something before we are willing to consider doing it.  The Hebrew people knew that as they lived 
out their faith they would come to understand God better and how God was working in their lives.   

“We will do and we will hear.” That is a truth I have seen lived out in my own faith journey. There are 
times I go do some good work simply because it is expected of me and as Psalm 56:12 declares, “My vows to 
You, O Lord, I must perform.”  I find in the doing that, God speaks a new message of hope, love, peace and 
new life.  It always surprises me as God so likes to do.  What I looked at as obligation, God turns into 
blessing.  If you are having trouble hearing God, try doing the things God asks you to do.   

The second was from Chapter 10 of our Bible Study book.  It was about being at the table with Rabbi 
Jesus.  You may have realized that Communion is very important to me.  This chapter expanded my 
understanding of Communion to include not only the great truth of salvation: Jesus sacrificing His life, His 
body and His blood, for our sin; and also the radical hospitality God offers us as His people.   God’s 
hospitality includes God’s great protection.  When we accept God’s invitation of hospitality, God extends His 
protection around us. No matter what is lurking we are safe in God’s Presence.   

On page 140, referring to Psalm 23:4, the authors comment: “How much better life would be if at 
every moment we share David’s conviction- that even when we feel as if we are alone, walking through a 
wilderness of some kind, God is with us.  When illness, suffering, loss, or anxiety assails us that is precisely 
when God offers the protective, sheltering hospitality of His table to nourish and sustain us.”   God’s 
protection is offered at God’s table.  How wonderful to have that image in mind when trouble comes.  For 
myself, I think of a family meal at my grandmother’s when everyone is gathered around and included.  The 
depth of God’s table will bring me comfort in the future when challenges come my way.   

Another part of that chapter was called “A Table of Reconciliation.”  It spoke of the tradition of 
coming together with those you are in a disagreement with at the table.  When peace has been extended and 
received, a celebratory meal happened.  Afterward neither party was allowed to speak of the grievance again.  
What would your life look like if you practiced forgiveness and reconciliation with a meal?   

Meals for the Jewish people were always a time to discuss the Scripture.  Whenever three or more 
people bring up the words of the Torah, God is with them and they are eating from God’s table.  Jesus said 
that where two or three are gathered in My name, there I am among them.   

Even if you have takeout food, try making a point to eat with others and talk about your faith.  God 
will be there too.  Jesus eats with all kinds of people showing how big and welcoming our God is.  I am going 
to make more of an effort to be present when I am eating and to watch for God’s Presence with me.  Jesus 
invites us to join Him at the table.  I hope you accept His invitation.   

 
Blessings,  

            Pastor Mary 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiv5L2Qr_TcAhXomeAKHZhtBwIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storyblocks.com%2Fstock-image%2Fflourish-design-elements-divider&psig=AOvVaw1gsu88GiuJR6hOIfwGL2OH&ust
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Coming Up in the Next Month 
 

Pastor Mary has chosen “Jesus is” for our theme as  
we   journey   through   2020.    Each   month   in 
worship we will be considering what it means for us 
as  people  of  faith  that  Jesus  is  the  Light; Jesus 
is  the  Way;  Jesus  is  the  Truth;  and  so  on.  
January we have been focusing on Jesus as the 
Light considering how we see the Light; how we 
know the Light; how we live the Light; and how we 
share the Light.   
In February we will be looking at how Jesus is the 
Way and how we find our way in Jesus.  We will 
consider how the Bible shows us the Way; how 
sacrifice uncovers the Way; how service helps us 
know the Way and how repentance is needed to 
walk in the Way.   
February  concludes  with  Ash  Wednesday  on 
Feb. 26th.  We will once again have two services.  
Linda  Betzelberger  will  be  back  with  us  leading 
music for the 10 a.m. service and Ryan Klaus and  
the  Choir  will  be  with  us  for  the  7 p.m. service.   
We  will  have  the  burning  of  sins,  the imposition 
of Ash, and Communion.   
 

Bible Study 

In Bible Study we will finish our study “Sitting at the 
Feet of Rabbi Jesus” in February.  We then do our 
Lenten Study through Easter.  After Easter we will 
be doing a study on the book of Esther.  Esther  is  
considered  to  be  both  a  historical book  and  a  
wisdom  book  of  the  Bible.  One commentary 
said,  “The  book  of  Esther  is a  work  of  subtle 
complexities  and  insight.   On  the  first  reading  it 
appears straight forward and simple. But the more 
time we spend with it and the closer we   attend   to   
it,   the   more   fascinating   it  becomes.” (The Life 
With God Bible, p. 703) I see Esther living out the 
Israeli profession of faith; “We will do and we will 
hear.”   Esther  does  her  faith and  her people  are 
delivered in a mighty  and  unexpected  way.  
Though  God’s  name  is never  mentioned  and  
God  never  speaks,  God is at work throughout her 
story.  I hope you will join us on Tuesday nights at 
6:30 p.m. or Wednesday mornings   at  10   a.m. as   
we  continue  to Journey with Jesus through His 
Word in study and fellowship.   
 

Well-Mobile 

The  Well-Mobile  will  be  here  on  Wednesday, 
February  19th,  8:00  a.m.-10:00  a.m.  in B-7.   
Remember if you want to have a cholesterol test to 
fast 12-14 hours  before.   You  can  and  should  
drink  water before you come. 
 

 

 

Thank Yous! 
Dear  Church  Family:   My  thanks  to  all  the 
members for the cards and goodies.  Merry 
Christmas to all and a blessed  New  Year.  
PS.   Special   thanks   to  Sally   Whitfield   for  
delivering the bag of gifts to me!!           
                                             Dana Throckmorton 
 
Thank  you  all  for  the  beautiful  cards.   We  
appreciate each and ever one of them.  God 
bless you all!  Hope  you  all  had  a  blessed  
holiday  season!   Thank  you Betty Fugitt and 
Neva Sharp for delivering them! 

Gail & Mel Morger 
 
Thank  you  so  very  much  for  all  of  the  
Christmas wishes, gifts and thoughtfulness you 
all showed to me during the Christmas season.  
I am so incredibly blessed to be a part of this 
amazing Church Family.                  Terri Bridges 
 
Thank   you   all   for   the   lovely   cards  and 
goodies!                             Sherry Throckmorton 
 
Pastor Mary & Church Friends:  Thank you for 
the beautiful Christmas cards and candy, yum 
yum!  Every card I pick up I read, then go to my  
church   picture   folder   and   hunt   up   their 
picture.   It  brings  back  old  times.   I  miss 
everybody.  The lady that brought the cards said 
she  remembers  where   I   used   to   sit.   I’m  
doing  great.  I  miss Sunday mornings in 
church.                                Blessings, Betty Kerr 
 
Thank you for all of the wonderful cards and 
goodies.  Thank you so much!  I love you! 

Monique Murphy 
 
Thank  you  so  much  for everything  you  all did  
to   make   the   Christmas   holiday   special, 
including cards, gifts and treats.  Blessings for a 
wonderful New Year!                   Juanita Reader 
 
Thank  you  to the best Church congregation for 
all the Christmas cards, goodies, and gifts.  You 
are such a loving and caring group of people.                                           
                                                     Jennie Reeves 
 
I’d like to give a big shout out to everyone who 
donated their time and effort to make this year’s 
Christmas Cantata a BIG SUCCESS!  With the 
help of our five talented instrumentalists, our two 
superb lyricists, our wonderful choir, with several 
extras this year, our pianist extraordinaire, our 
Children’s Choir and of course our tech guys.  
Thank you to you all for bringing it all together!  
Sing-cerely, Vicki 

 



4                                                First United Methodist Church of East Peoria                       February 2020 

 

You Evangelize 
Evangelism is the spreading of the Christian 
gospel   by   public   preaching   or   personal  
witness.   It   shows   up   in   many   forms   for 
believers, but is ultimately about truly living your  
life  in  a  way  that  reflects  Jesus. Evangelism 
doesn’t require you to have your own Christian 
telecast, or to memorize every verse of the Bible. 
It’s also not about bashing others in the name of 
Christ.  It’s  about  spreading  the  Gospel,  and 
living  a  life  that  demonstrates  Christ  so  that 
others may better know Him. 
 

Congratulations! 
Brad Wheeler is transferring from Faith UMC.  
Please  join  us  in  welcoming  Brad  as  a  new 
member to our Church Family. 

 

Brad Wheeler 
1503 Bloomington Rd., East Peoria, IL 61611 

 

Student of the Month 
Congratulations to Ben Cruz for being named 
January Student of the Month at East Peoria 
Community High School.  Way to go, Ben! 

 

Sympathy 
Our  sympathies  go  out  to  Rev.  Al  Newhall  
on  the passing of his mother, Barbara Newhall, 
on January 12, 2020. 

 

Bake Sale 
Puppets  for  Jesus  is  having  a  Bake  Sale 
fundraiser on Sunday, February 16th.  They will 
be  selling  before  and  after  Worship,  so  don’t 
forget to bring some extra cash that day to go 
home with some delicious goodies! 

 

Chili & Potato Soup Supper 
Boy Scouts and Cubs Scouts Troop 27 wants to 
serve you dinner.  On Saturday, February 29th 
from 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. is the 38th Annual “All You 
Can Eat” fundraiser to help support scouting..   

Adults               $8.00 
Children 6-12    $5.00 
Under 6             Free 

Hot dogs and chips available for an extra 
charge. 
 

Contribution Statements 
The    contribution    statements    have    been  
distributed.   The  first  month  or  two  of  the 
statement may be worded a bit differently than  
the  rest  of  the  statement.   This  is due  to  the  
change  in  software  after  the first  of  the  year.    
If    you    have    any  corrections   or   concerns,  
please  call  the Office at 309-699-5417. 
 

5 Signs You’re Living Your Life for Jesus 
You are committed, enthusiastic  

and continuing to grow 
2  Corinthians  5:17   tells   us   “Therefore,   if 
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.” When we accept Jesus as our 
Lord  and  Savior  and  are  freed  through  the 
waters of baptism, our lives begin anew. 
When we live   our   lives   for   Jesus,   our   
lives   are  completely transformed. Want to 
know if you’re demonstrating a life that reflects 
a strong relationship with Jesus? Here are five 
signs you are committed, enthusiastic and 
continuing to grow in your relationship with 
Christ. 

You Strive to Please Him 
If you’re truly living a life for Jesus, you strive 
to please Him in all that you do. You think 
about the decisions you make based off your 
commitments to Christ and your faith. If you 
know a decision you may make isn’t reflecting 
the faith walk you’re on, you’ll steer away from 
it. You give yourself to Jesus and Jesus alone 
and are happy when you do things that are 
pleasing to Him. 

Your Prayer Life Is Active 
When  we  commit  ourselves  to  prayer,  we 
confess our troubles, our longings and our 
praises.  We  lift  up  prayers  of  concern,  
and also of thanksgiving. Having an active 
prayer life is an indicator that you’re living your 
life for Christ. When you actively reach out to 
Him, it reflects how meaningful God is in your 
everyday life. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to 
pray without ceasing. Prayer doesn’t always 
have to be you sitting alone in a room with 
your eyes closed and your hands crossed. 
Prayer can happen anywhere you are. If 
you’re constantly in dialogue with God, it 
shows  that  we  are  fully  committed  to  the 
responses and promises our Heavenly Father 
offers. 
You Recognize Church As The Body of Christ 
Remember, church isn’t just a building. It’s a 
body of believers. When you recognize the 
church  as  the  body  of  Christ,  you  are also 
recognizing that you are a part of the body of 
Christ.  While  finding  the  right  church  and 
being around other believers is important, you 
don’t  have  to  just  gather  at   church for   
fellowship. You can reflect the body of Christ 
anywhere,  and  in  everything.  If  you’re truly 
living your life for Jesus, there isn’t a single 
place you’d want to not express your faith. 
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Electronic Statements 
If    you    are    currently    receiving    your   
contribution statement in paper form and would 
like  to  receive  it  electronically,  please  let  the 
office know.   
 

IGRC Opportunities 
Illinois River District Equipping Event, “See-ing All 
the  People”,  will  be  held  at  Crossroads  UMC, 
1420  North  Main  Street,  Washington,  IL  on 
February 9, 2020. Pre-registration is not required 
but helps with the planning.  You can register at 
Illinoisriverdistrict.org.  Gathering time will be 1:45 
p.m. and begins at  2:00 p.m.; concluding at 4:30 
p.m.   Worship  led  by  The  Heritage  Ensemble 
directed by Sharon Samuels Reed. Keynote 
Speaker will be Dr. Safiya Fosua.  The Mission 
Fair will be a great opportunity to learn about the 
ways our churches and leaders are blessing our 
communities and congregations.  The Breakout 
Sessions  will  be  See  All  The  People?,  Fresh 
Expressions When the Ministry Is Feeling Stale, 
Cross Cultural Competency, Fresh Expressions - 
local experience, and IGRC Camping, Retreat and 
Youth Ministries!  Make plans to attend.  All are 
welcome! 
 

"It's All Fun and Games!! 
Come join the New Beginnings Sunday School 
class  for  an  evening  of  fun  &  fellowship  for 
all ages. Family game night kicks off at 5:00 
p.m. on Feb 22nd in Ehrett Hall. Bring a dish to 
share and be ready for a great time!!" 
 

Worship on the Green 
In  April  of  2017,  Brenda  was  awarded  the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in clowning from 
Clowns of America International. Don’t miss 
Brenda Marshall as “Flower” on September 20, 
2020 at 9:30 a.m. Reserve this special date on 
your calendar bring your family & friends. After 
service   join   us   for   a   picnic,   games,   fun,  
fellowship and music by Ignite Band. 
 

UMW Fun Night 
All women of the church are invited to the United 
Methodist Women's Fun Night on Wednesday, 
March 25th. Food and Fun!  More information to 
come! 
 

Chocolate Faire 
Mark your calendars so you do not miss this 
yummy event.  Saturday, April 25th.  Save the 
date! 
 

 UMW Schedule 
February 14  Faith Friends Fun Friday 
February 26  Ruth Fellowship 
   at 1:00 p.m. 
Hostesses  Mary Adelsberger 
   Lois Palmer 
Program  Nellie Robinson 
   Pledge Service 
Devotions/Prayer Nellie Robinson 
 

Worship Committee Meeting 
The Worship meeting will be Monday, February 
3rd at 6:30 p.m. in B-1. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The  Men’s  Prayer  breakfast will  be held on 
Saturday, February 8th, at 8:00 a.m. We will be 
meeting at Mel’s Café in East Peoria. All men of 
the Church are invited.  
 

Friends for Mission Breakfast 
The  Friends  for  Mission  Breakfast  is  on  the 
2nd  Sunday of the month, February 9th. Come 
have  a  delicious  breakfast  and  support    an  
important mission outreach. 
 

Trustees Meeting 
The Trustees meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 11th, at 6:00 p.m. in B-7. 
 

Education Meeting 
The Education meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
February 16th at 11:15 a.m. in B-1. 
 
 

One80 Youth Group  
Our teens, 6th grade through high school age, 
meet every Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m.   
 

Ash Wednesday 
On  Wednesday,  February  26th  there  are  two 
services, 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Save the  
date and plan to attend! 
 

Learning Center Board Meeting 
The next Learning Center Board meeting will be 
on  Thursday, March 19th at 6:00 p.m. in B-1.  
There will be no meeting in February. 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 
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Pause Rewind 
In case you haven’t attended the weekly Pause 

service recently, here is the most recent 
Scripture & Prayer To Go: 

 
Scripture 
John 3:30 

“He must become greater;  
I must become less.”  

 
Prayer 

Jesus, I want others to see you in my life.  
May I decrease and you increase.  

Amen 
 

Church Info via Facebook 
If  you  are  a  Facebook  user,  you  might have 
noticed that we have started promoting the 
church  and  some  church-wide  events  on our 
Facebook Page and in our Facebook Group.  
The name of our page and group is the same:  
East Peoria First United Methodist Church.  We 
have  been  posting  the  sermon  titles  and 
scripture  readings  a  few  days  prior  to  our 
Sunday Worship Services and we have been 
posting  the   message   titles   prior   to   the 
Thursday Pause Services.  If you have not yet 
‘liked” our Facebook page, please do so and 
“follow” us also.  This will assure that you will be  
notified of our various posts and events.  Also, 
please “share” our posts and events with 
your  friends    and    help    promote    the   
great  happenings of our church.  If you are 
not yet a member of our Facebook group, 
please “join” our group. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mini Love Stories from  
Readers Digest 

 

LICENSE TO WED 
by Donna Kelsey,  

Lake Nebagamon, Wisconsin 
One summer day in 1957, we headed to the 
courthouse  for  a  marriage  license.  My 
husband-to-be, Steve, asked the clerk for 
a  fishing  license.  She  advised  him  a  
fishing license cost $1.50 and a marriage 
license cost $2.50. With some thought and a 
smile, he chose the marriage license, and so 
our life together, later filled with two children, 
began. Whenever we had a disagreement, I 
would remind my husband that he could 
have saved money had he chosen a fishing 
license, and it would have expired in a year. 
The  extra  dollar  cost  him  53  years  of 
wedded bliss. 
 

MY SHINING LIGHT 
by Deborah Kahn Schreck,  

Sayville, New York 
I volunteered at Ground Zero after 
hometown firefighters responded but never 
returned. Lt. Timothy Higgins was one of 
them. I felt Timmy’s presence during dark 
moments, guiding me along every path. 
Working in sight of the burning piles, I met a 
fire marshal named Steve. I told him I was 
from  Freeport.  Steve  said  he’d  been  a 
firefighter with a guy from Freeport. I asked, 
“Who?” He replied, “Tim Higgins.” I followed 
this path and married Steve in 2005. I think 
of  Tim  every  day.  He  must  have  been  a 
shining light. Certainly, he was my beacon. 
 

THAT DAY 
by Krista Swan, Columbus, Ohio 

Our romance began with sparks. But over 
the years, our passion shape-shifted into 
smoldering resentment, periodically erupting 
into fiery altercations. Our two sons were in 
middle school when I moved us away from 
the inferno. We settled in my old hometown. 
My  husband  wrote  me  a  letter  filled  with 
animosity   for  leaving.   Then   one  day,  
everything changed. My husband called. “I 
realize  now  that  nothing  in  life  is  more 
important   than   family,   and   I   will   do  
everything I can to keep ours together,” he 
said. “Please come home.” So we did. That 
day was September 11, 2001. 
 

Find Us on Facebook 
 

Facebook.com/epfumc f 

PAUSE SERVICE 
Come as you are. 
All are Welcome.  

Bring a friend and  
Pause with God 

Thursdays 6:15-6:45 p.m. 
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The Wired Word 
A great study/growth opportunity is the Wired 
Word. This is a self-study that is emailed to 
you   every week  (usually  on  Thursdays)  
addressing  current  issues  from  a  Biblical 
perspective.    Email   Pastor    Mary   at   
revsarnold13@gmail.com and she will add 
you to the list. 

 

Reporting a New Address 
Have  you  moved?   Please  call   the  office 
at 309-699-5417   and   let   us   know   your   
new address. 
 

Operation Shoebox 
We are again collecting different items 
throughout   the   year   to   fill   Christmas  
Shoeboxes.  In February we are collecting 
combs, brushes, and toothbrushes.  There is a 
basket in the Foyer for your donations.  

 
 

Lost and Found 

 Items 

Tortoise shell reading glasses 
Red & black stocking cap 

Black & white winter gloves 
Pair of women’s shoes 

Land’s End black quilted jacket 
Blue framed reading glasses 

Red utility knife 
The lost and found is in the office. Stop in and 
pick up your belongings.  We keep lost & 
found items for 3 months and if not claimed, 
we give away through the Food Pantry. 

 

Church Office Hours 
The Church office is open  

Monday through  Thursday from  
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. - noon. 
 

You Can Listen to Sermons Online 
Remember  you  can  listen   to   the   weekly   
sermons online at our website epfumc.com or 
you can ask for a CD of the entire service if you 
miss one or want to contemplate it further. 
 

If you are in the Hospital  
With  privacy  laws,  the  Church  is  often  not 
told about you being hospitalized. We call the 
hospitals every morning,  but  even if you specify    
that  we  be  informed of your hospitalization.  We 
often  are  not  told.    Please call us  or  have  a 
relative or friend  notify the Church.  We want to 
know  when  you  are  ill,  but  with  the  present 
system, often we do not know.  We  want   to   be   
praying   for   you   as   you   are hospitalized and  
the   current   privacy   system   is   making   it 
extremely difficult for  us  to  know  when  you  
are  in  the Hospital. 
 

Riverview 
The  first  Sunday  of  every  month  we  have  a 
worship service at 2:00 p.m. at  Riverview with 
communion.  It is open to anyone who wishes to 
attend. 
 

Giving Made Easy 
Did you know you can setup your giving to be an  
automatic   withdrawal,   either   monthly   or 
semi-monthly?  Withdrawals occur on the 3rd 
and/or the 17th each month.  Sign-up is easy! 
Stop  by  the  church  office  and  ask  for  an 
Electronic Giving form.  This will give you one 
less thing to remember to do and insures regular 
income to the church.  This option works great for 
several  people, including Pastor Mary who has 
been using this process for years. 
 

Healing Hearts Visitation Ministry 
We have some wonderful people who are      
making  visits  to  some  of  our  folks  who are  
unable to get out and we are grateful for each of 
them. We continue to have a large number of 
people  who  need  visits.  Please  prayerfully 
consider if God is calling you to this important 
and rewarding ministry. If you feel God’s nudge,  
we  have  resources  and  training available to 
assist you. 
 

Your Church Staff 
 
 

Rev. Mary Arnold, Directing Pastor  -  Phone: (309) 699-5417   
e-mail: revsarnold13@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Randy Shepard, Visiting Pastor email: 
epfumc@comcast.net 

 

Terri Bridges, Office Manager  e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Vicki Cox, Choir Director  e-mail:  epfumc@comcast.net 
 

Jeff Hickerson, Ignite Band Director e-mail:  
epfumc@comcast.net 

 

Ryan Klaus, Pianist/Organist e-mail: epfumc@comcast.net 

Worship & Sunday School  Times  

9:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Services 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
6:15 p.m. Thursday Pause Service 
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Seasons Campaign        
Update 

Just a year ago we were 
starting Stage 1 of replacing 
our chiller.  We have been 
blessed to have a great 
summer with no further repair 
issues and just a couple of 
computer glitches when we 
went back to heat.  We quickly 
raised the money for that part 
of our HVAC project, spending 
$239,250.51.   
Stage 2 is going to be much 
more extensive and expensive.  
All of the pipes and registers 
throughout the building need to 
be replaced. We are estimating 
a cost of $1.1 million.  We have 
received $427,131.64 in gifts 
and pledges including over 
$70,000 of new gifts.  We still 
have $162,309.75 in 
outstanding pledges from our 3 
year Seasons Campaign.   
We have total of $589,441.39 
of gifts and pledges so far 
toward Stage 2.   We are 
getting there friends! You have 
been so faithful to support not 
only our Seasons campaign but 
to continue your regular 
commitments to our General Fund and our missional projects like the Food Pantry, SnackPac  
and the Peoria Rescue Mission meals.   
If you would have told me that in just one year we would have raised a total of $828,691.90 for 
our aging HVAC systems, I probably would not have believed you.  Yet that is exactly what you 
have done.  We have had two estate gifts from folks who had no direct connection to our 
church.  What a blessing it was to have a tithe of one person’s estate in loving memory of her 
aunt who had worshipped here.  Friends, that was $133,000.  Recently we received another 
$44,000 because a man had named us the beneficiary to a life insurance policy.  That man was 
not directly connected to our church in any way!   
In order to move forward we need an additional $260,000 in new money.  The Conference must 
approve any money we borrow. They advise having at least 2/3 preferably 3/4 of the money on 
hand before borrowing any.  Too many churches are burdened with larger debt repayments.  
Continue praying for ways you can support our efforts to obtain the money needed to finish this 
project. We will have more fun fundraisers this year I am sure that you can participate in.  
Flamingos, baseball games, bake sales, Puppet performances, “A Night with Lawrence Welk”, 
Christmas CD and more have all helped us get closer to our goal.   If you would like to organize 
a fund raiser for our Seasons HVAC campaign, just let the Office know.  
We will do and we will hear!  We have been faithful in fulfilling our pledge commitments and 
God continues to surprise us with blessings upon blessings.   That’s how our God is! Praise be 
to His glorious Name! 
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Information Needed 
These pictures/wall art are 

no longer hanging in the 
Church.  We are asking your 

help in figuring out their 
background; where did they 
come from, is there a story 
attached?  If no one has an 
attachment to any of this 
artwork we plan to silent 
auction them off.  Please 

contact the office by February 
16th if you have any 

information to share about 
these beautiful pieces.   
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Page for Kids of All Ages 
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Across                         

2) Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, ____ your enemies, bless those who curse you         

4) Colossians 3:14 But above all these things put on love, which is the ____ of perfection       

5) John 13:35 "By this all will know that you are My ___, if you have love for one another       

7) John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's ____ for his friends."       

8) 2 Corinthians 9:7 God loves a ____ giver                 

9) Mark 12:31 "You shall love your _____ as yourself."              

10) Romans 8:28 all things work together for ____ to those who love God          

13) Ephesians 4:2 bearing with one ____ on love               

14) John 3:35 "The Father ____  ____  ____, and has given all things into His hand.        

15) Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the ____ is love              

                        

Down                       

1) Luke 6:32  "if you love those ____  ____  ____, what credit is that to you?"         

3)  John 14:15 If you love Me, keep My ____.               

6)  John 12:25  ____who loves his life will lose it               

7)  Luke 6:35  "love your enemies, do good to them, ____to them without expecting to be repaid     

8)  Romans 8:37 we are more than ____ through Him who loved us.           

11) 1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be ____ with love            

12) Matthew 22:37  Jesus said to him, "You shall love the ____  ____  ____ with all your heart      

Words of 
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February Birthdays 
 

Feb 4  Bonnie Lourash 

Feb 6  Joann Hibser 

Feb 8  Tom Cruz 

Feb 9  Randy Leu 

Feb 10  Garrett Son 

Feb 11  Brittany Harlow 

Feb 11  Joe Wise   91 

Feb 13  Roger Hoffman 

Feb 14  Dave Harlow 

Feb 16  Les Leach 

Feb 20  Bob Carlson 

Feb 21  Reid Johnson 

Feb 22  Randy Mooberry 

Feb 23  Ken Ward 

Feb 24  JR Vogel 

Feb 25  Terry Newlan 

Feb 26  Faye Pierman 

Feb 27  Bud Elward 

Feb 27  Tyler Hoskins 

Feb 28  Tim Bond 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
With all the love your  

heart can hold, 

And the utter joy  

birthdays bring, 

May you have a truly  

special day, 

You deserve the best  

of everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers  
 
 

In the Hospital in the Past Month 
Mel Morger, Julie Story, 

Teresa Earle, Paula Renken, 
Joe Wise 

 

 Fighting Cancer 
 Art Smith, Halle Bloom,  Julie Jenkins,   

Pam Riley, Ken Ward,  Mark Gill,   
Sherry Throckmorton,  Mary Mallory,  

Tracy Turner, Joyce Chance, Jill Callow,   
Marilyn King,  Teresa Earle, Paula Renken,  

Mary Kail, Lynne Barker, Ian Wallace,  
Brian Engles, Rob Calder II, Katie Bishop,  

Millie Sleater, Sandy Crawford, Larry Purfield,  
Joette Blakesley, Marge Taylor,  Mel Morger,  

Gary Fargher, Norman Clark (asbestosis),  
Pat Gareau, Pat Gales, Merry Eccles, 

Jim Lee (brother in law to Bob & Shelly Dietrich), 
Mike Williams (Becky Emerson’s nephew),  
John Lindsey (cousin of the Cunninghams),  

Karla Buhl, Kim Johnson 
 

Needing Prayer  
Please pray for caregivers  

and our dear Church family who are  
unemployed, our shut-ins, our military,  
our youth, people with flu/colds, those 

who are grieving and  
our governmental leaders. 

 

Prolonged Illness / Challenges 
Linda Whitehurst, Steve Darrah,  

David Lykins, John Arnold, Nancy Riddle,  
Betty Rabold, Margaret Johnston,  
Rev. Stan Haxton, Myrna McAvoy,   

Bonnie Lourash, Tegan Deske,  
Punkie Staley,  Margaret Sides,  
Jane & Art Smith, Gail Morger,  

Beth Ball, Jim Spicher,  Nancy Ashurst, 
Joe Rizzo (Air National Guard),  

Kaleb Deske (Air Force), Jay Sharp,  
Ryan Webb (Army), Jared Koch (Air Force) 

 

Long Term Care / Assisted Living 
Norma Whitfield, Dana Throckmorton,  

Dee Meischner,  Marge Taylor,  
Mary Daniel,  Jeanine Franks,  
Katie Young, Marian Hattan,  

Rae Marie Smith, Howard Goodyear,  
Katy Gnehm, June Martinie-Phegley,  

Marge Wakeman, Dick Blair, 
Dale & Helen Hibschman, Julie Story 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizuKuU64jnAhXVQs0KHT62AG0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwizuKuU64jnAhXVQs0KHT62AG0QjRx6BAgBEA
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Our Church in Pictures 

Chapel Renovation 
Not complete but  
looking gorgeous! 

Christmas  
Program 
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Join Us For  Worship 
9:00 a.m.  

Sunday Worship Service 
 

10:15 a.m.  
Sunday School all ages 

 
6:15 p.m. 

Thursday Pause Service 


